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^ (57) Abstract: The present Application relates to particulate compositions, especially granules, compriang finely particulate bleach 
catalysts, alkali metal and/or alkaline earth metal and/or aluminiom salts, water-soluble binders having sealing properties and water, 
and to the piepaxation of such granules^ and also to washing compositions comprising such granules. 
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Stable particulate composition comprising bleach catalysts 

The present Invention relates to particulate compositions, especially granules, comprising 
finely particulate bleach catalysts, alkali metal salts and/or alkaline earth metal salts and/or 
aluminium salts, water-^luble binders having sealing properties and water, and to the 
5 preparation of such granules, as well as to washing compositions comprising such granules. 

The particulate compositions of bleach catalysts according to the invention are preferably 
used in bleach-containing washing compositions and bleach additives. Use of the catalysts is 
considered successful when they are inactive in the washing composition for the entire 

1 0 (storage) time, and when they dissolve, and at the same time catalyse the generation of 
hydrogen peroxide, only when they are used in the washing liquor. This places a high 
demand on the granules, which should encapsulate the catalyst as well as is possible prior to 
use and should prevent contact thereof with the bleaching agent (for example percarit>onate) 
so as to preclude premature deactivation of the entire bleaching system. A hydrophobic 

1 5 fonmulation canrK>t be used for the granules since they need to dissolve in the washing liquor 
within a few minutes in order for the bleaching system to become fully active. A further 
difficulty is that washing compositions are. in their nature, strongly hygroscopic and, as a 
result, the bleach catalyst granules may start to dissolve prematurely, that is to say during 
storage in the washing composition packaging. 

20 

The catalyst is best protected by embedding it in a dense granule matrix. The matrix must 
comprise a meltable or themnoplastic component (sintering component) that fills all of the 
capillaries in the granule matrix, so as to prevent the penetration of water and other 
components of the washing composition and thereby prevent the granules starting to 
25 dissolve prematurely. The sintering component must, on the other hand, be readily soluble in 
water in order to meet the requirement of rapid dissolutk>n in the washing bath. 

It has now, surprisingly, been found that the action of the bleach catalysts is substantially 
enhanced by the active substance having a very fine particle size, the bleaching action being 
30 additionally enhanced by the additton of alkali metal salts and/or alkaline earth metal salts 
and/or aluminium salts, without, at the same time, the storage stability of the granules being 
impaired. 
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The present invention relates to particulate compositions containing 

(a) from 1 to 40% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 

least one finely particulate bleach catalyst having an average particle size (X50) of 

< 35 pm; 

5 (b) from 0 to 65% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one alkali metal salt and/or alkaline earth metal salt and/or aluminium salt; 

(c) from 5 to 90% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble binder having sealing properties; 

(d) from 0.05 to 12% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, 
10 water, 

(e) from 0 to 70% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble polymer and/or dispersing agent; 

(f) from 0 to 90% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one filler; 

15 (g) from 0 to 8% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one plastictzer; 

(h) from 0 to 50% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one white pigment; 

(i) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
20 least one water-soluble or water-dispersible dye/pigment; 

(j) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 

least one anti-adherent and/or lubricant; 
(k) from 0 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one further additive selected from optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; 

25 pH regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray-drying and the granulating 

properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; 
disintegrants, such as powdered or fibrous cellulose; antistatic agents; fabric 
conditioners; enzymes; torung agents; non-ionic surfectants; and polymers which, during 
the washing of textiles, prevent staining caused by dyes in the washing liquor which 

30 have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 



With the particulate compositions according to the invention it has been possible for the 
above requirements, which are in themseh^ entirely contradictory, to be met and, in 
addition, for a means to be found of also providing, in a stable granulate, catalysts that are 
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sparingly soluble in water, with the result that they are fully active in use. The particulate 
compositions according to the invention are in addition distinguished by good storage 
stability. 



5 The finely particulate bleach catalysts preferably have an average particle size (X50) of 
< 20 pm. The average particle size is especially in the range from 0.01 to 10 pm. The 
average particle size Is more especially in the range from 0.01 to 2.5 pm. 90% of the bleach 
catalyst particles generally have a particle size of < 7 pm, preferably < 5 pm. 

10 There are suitable as the bleach catalysts [component (a)] all known and customary bleach 
catalysts. The bleach catalysts disclosed in EP 630 946, US 5 965 506. US 5 733 341 , 
WO 97 19162. US 6 486 1 10. US 6 562 775, EP 955 289, WO 00 53574, WO 00 53712, 
WO 01 05925 and EP 02 088 289 are especially suitable. 



1 5 Attention is drawn here to the bleach catalysts of formulae (1 ) to (4): 

I 

A 

wherein 

each Ri, independently of the other, is hydrogen: Ci-Ci2allcyl unsubstituted or sut>stituted by 
halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, cartx>xyt. Ci-C4atkoxycart)onyi or mono- or di- 

20 Ci-C4alkylated amino groups; C^-CdCydoalkyl unsubstituted or substituted by Ci-C4alkyl 
or by Ci-C4alkoxy; phenyl unsut>stituted or substituted by Ci-C4alkyl, Ci-C4alkoxy, C2-C5- 
alkanoylamino, nrtro, sulfo or mono- or di-Ci-C4alkylated amino groups; or naphthyl 
unsubstituted or substituted by Ci-C4alkyl, Ci-C4alkoxy, Cz-Csalkanoylamino, nitro, sulfo 
or mono- or di-Ci-C4alkylated amino groups; 

25 each R2, independently of the other(s), is hydrogen; hydroxy; Ci-Ci2alkyl unsubstituted or 
substituted tyy halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, cart>oxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycarbonyl or by a 
mono- or di-Ci-C4alkytated amino group; Ct-Caalkoxy unsubstituted or substituted by 
halogen, CrC4alkoxy, phenyl, caritx>xyl, Ci-C4alkoxycart)onyl or by a mono- or di-Ci-C4- 
alkylated amino group; halogen; N(Ci-C4alkyl)2 or NH(Ci-C4alkyl) in which at least one 

30 alkyt group may be substituted by halogen. Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, carboxyl. Ci-C4alkoxy- 
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10 



15 



carbonyl or by a mono- or di-Ci-C4alkytated amino group; N®(Ci-C4alkyl)3 or 
NH®(Ci-C4alkyl)2 in which at least one alkyl group may be substituted by halogen. 
Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, cart)oxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycartx>nyl or by a mono* or di-Ci-C4alkylated 
amino group; or a water-soluble group; 
Y is linear or branched alkylene of fonnula -[C(Ri)2]m, wherein m is a number from 1 to 8 
and each Ri independently of the other(s). is as defined hereinbefore; 
-CX=CX-. wherein X is cyano, linear or branched Ci-CsalkyI or di(iinear or branched 
CrC8alkyl)amino; -{CH2)rNRi-(CH2)r, wherein Ri is as defined hereinbefore and r is 1, 
2, 3 or 4; or a 1 .2-cyclohexylene or phenytene group of fomnuia: 



wherein R is hydrogen. CH2OH, CH2NH2 or SO3M. wherein M is hydrogen, an alkali metal 

ton. ammonium or a catton that is fonned from an amine. 

each q, independently of the other, is 0, 1 , 2 or 3; and 

A is an ank>n; 

bleach catalysts of formula (2) 



wherein 

R3. R4. Rs. Re. R3\ R4\ Rs . Re'. R3", R4". R5" and Re" are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; cyano; halogen; -SO3M; ^02NH2; -SO2NHR7; -S02N(R7)2; -OR7; -COOR7; 
nitro; linear or branched Ci-CaalkyI; linear or branched partially fiuorinated or 
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perfluorinated Ci-Caallcy); -NHRa; -NRaRg; -N®R8R9Ri2 or linear or branched 
Ci-Caalkyl-Rio; 

M is hydrogen; an alkali metal cation; an allcaline earth metal cation; ammonium or an 
organic ammonium cation; 
5 R7 is hydrogen; or linear or branched Ci-C4alkyl; 

Rio is OR7; -COOR7; -NH2; -NHRa; -NReRa or -N^RaRgRia: 

Rbp R9 and R12 are the same or different and each is linear or branched Ci-Ci2alkyl; or Ra and 
R9 together with the nitrogen atom linking them form a 5-, 6- or Z-membered ring that 
may contain further hetero atoms; 
10 R^u R11* and Rn" are each independently of the others hydrogen; linear or branched Ci-Cs- 
alkyi or aryl, and 

Me is a transition metal; 

bleach catalysts of formula (3) 




(3), wherein 



15 Ri3, Ri4. Ri5. R16. Ri7, Ri8» Ri9. Rzo, R21. R22 and R23 are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CiBalkyl; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
cyano; halogen; nitro; -COOR24; -SO3R24, 

wherein Ra* is in each case hydrogen; a cation; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-Cib- 
atkyl or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
20 SRtsI -SO2R25; -OR25. 

wherein R25 is in each case hydrogen; or unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CiBalkyl; 
-NR26R27; -(Ci-C6alkylene>-NRa6R27; -N®R26R27R2b; -(Ci-C6alkylene)-N®R26R27R28; 
-N(R25HCi-Cealkylene).NR26R27: -N[(C,-Cealkylene)-NRaBR27l2: 
-N(R25HCi-C6alkylene)-N®R2BR27R28: -N[{Ci-C6alkylene>-N®R26R27R28]2; 
25 4a(R25)-NR26R27; or -N(R25)-N®RaBR27R28, 

wherein R2B. R27 and R28 are each independently of the others hydrogen; 

unsut>stituted or substituted Ci-Ci8alkyl; or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
or wherein R26 and R27, together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form 



wo 2004/104155 PCT/EP2004/D50766 



6- 



an unsubstituted or substituted 5-, 6* or 7-memt)ered ring that may contain 

further hetero atoms. 
Me is a transition metal and 
A is an anion; 
bleach catalysts of formula (4) 




wherein 

Q is N or CR38; 

R29* Rao. R31. R32. R33> R34, .R35> ^37 and R38 are each independently of the others 
10 hydrogen; unsubstituted or sut>stituted Ci-Ci8alkyl; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
cyano; halogen; nitro; -COOR39; -SO3R39, 

wherein Rao is in each case hydrogen; a cation; unsubstituted or substituted 
Ci-CisaikyI or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-SR4o^ -SO2R40; -OR40, 

15 wherein R40 is in each case hydrogen; unsut>stituted or substituted Ci-Ci8alkyl or 

unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-NR41R42: -(Ci-C6alkyiene)-NR4iR42; -N^iR42R43; -(Ci-C6alkylene)-N®R4iR42R43; 
-N(R4oHCi-CGalkylene>-NR4iR42; -N[(Ci-C6alkylene)-NR4iR42]2; 

-N(R4oHCi-CGalkylene)-N^iR42R43; -N[(Ci-C6alkylene>»N®R4iR42R43]2; -N(R4o)-NR4iR42; 
20 or-N(R4o)-N®R4iR42R43, 

wherein R40 is as defined hereinbefore; and 

wherein R^u R42 and R43 are each independently of the others hydrogen; 

unsubstituted or substituted Ci-Ci8alkyl or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
or R41 and R42» together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form an 
25 urisubstituted or sut>stituted 5-, 6- or 7-membered ring that may contain 

further hetero atonrts; 
Me is a trar)sitk>n metal and 
A is an anion. 
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The ligands in the metal complexes of formulae (3) and (4) that are substituted by hydroxyl 
can also be formulated as compounds having a pyridone structure, in accordance with the 
following scheme (illustrated here by the example of a terpyridine sut>stituted by hydroxy in 
the 4' position): 

5 



O OH 




terpyridin-4'-one structure terpyridin-4'-K)l structure. 

1 0 The special position of the above hydroxy-substituted terpyridines within the terpyridine 
family Is due to the fact that these ligands can be be deprotonated and are therefore able to 
function as anionic ligands. 

Accordingly, there are generally to be understood by hydroxyl-substituted terpyridines also 
15 those having a corresponding pyridone structure. 

Suitable substituents for the alkyi groups, aryl groups, alkylene groups or 5-. 6- or 7- 
membered rings include especially Ci-C4alkyl; Ci-C4alkoxy; hydroxyl; sulfo; sulfato; halogen; 
cyano; nitro; cartx>xyl; amino; phenyl unsubstituted or substituted by N-mono- or N.N-di- 
20 Ci-C^alkylamlno substituted by hydroxy in the alkyI moiety. N-phenylamino. N-naphthyl- 
amino, phenyl, phenoxy or by naphthytoxy. 

The aikyi radicals mentioned for the compounds of fonmulae (1 ), (2). (3) and (4) are, for 
example, straight-chain or branched alkyI radicals, such as methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, 
25 n-butyl, sec-butyl, iso-butyt, tert-butyl or straight-chain or branched pentyl, hexyl, heptyl or 
octyl. The mentioned alkyI radicals may be unsubstituted or may be substituted, for example, 
by hydroxyl, Ci-C4alkoxy» sulfo or sulfato, especially by hydroxyl. Preference is given to the 
corresponding unsubstituted alkyI radicals. Special preference is given to methyl and ethyl, 
espedally methyl. 
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As aryl radicals for the compounds of formulae (1). (2), (3) and (4) there come into 
consideration, for example, phenyl or naphthyl unsubstituted or substituted by Ci-C4allcyl, 
Ci-C4alkoxy, halogen, cyano. nitro, cartwxyl, sulfo, hydroxyl, amino, IM-mono- or N,N-di- 
Ci-C^alkylamino unsubstituted or substituted by hydroxy in the alkyi moiety, N-phenylamIno, 
5 N-naphthylamino, in which the amino groups may be quatemised, phenyl, phenoxy or by 
naphthyloxy. Preferred sut>stituents are CrC4alkyl. Ci-C^alkoxy. phenyl or hydroxy. 
Special preference is given to the corresponding phenyl radicals. 

The Ci-Cealkylene groups mentioned for the compounds of fomnulae (1 ). (2), (3) and (4) 
10 include, for example, straight-^ain or branched alkylene radicals, such as methylene, 
ethylene, n-propylene or n-butylene. Preference is given to CrC4alkylene groups. The 
mentioned alkylene radicals may be unsubstituted or substituted, for example by hydroxyl or 
by Ci^4alkoxy. 

15 For the compounds of formulae (1 ), (2), (3) and (4). halogen is preferably chlorine, bromine 
or fluorine, with special preference being given to chlorine. 

As cations for the compounds of formulae (1). (2), (3) and (4) there come into consideration, 
for example, alkali metal cations, such as lithium, potassium or, especially, sodium, alkaline 
20 earth metal cations, such as magnesium or calcium, and ammonium cations. The 
corresponding alkali metal cattons, especially sodium, are preferred. 

Suitable metal \ons for Me for the compounds of formulae (2), (3) and (4) include, for 
example, manganese in oxkJation states ll-V, titanium in oxidation states III and IV, iron in 
25 oxidation states I to IV, cobalt in oxidation states I to III, nickel in oxidation states I to III and 
copper in oxidation states I to III. Of those, special preference is given to manganese, 
especially manganese in oxidation states II to IV, nrK)re especially in oxidation state II. Also of 
interest are titanium IV. iron ll-IV, cobalt IMII, nickel INII and copper It-Ill. especially 
iron ll-IV. 

30 

As anton A for the compounds of formulae (1), (2), (3) and (4) there come into consideration, 
for example, RCOO"; CIO4*; BF4*; PFe"; R'SCb"; R^*'; S04^; NO3 ; F: CI'; Br or r, wherein 
R" is hydrogen or unsubstituted or substituted Ci-Ci8alkyl or aryl. For R' as Ci-Ci8alkyl or 
aryl. the definitions and preferred meanings given hereinbefore and hereinafter apply. 
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Especially preferably, R' is hydrogen; Ct-C4allcyl: phenyl or sulfophenyl, especially hydrogen 
or 4-sulfophenyi. The charge of the anion A is accordingly especially V or 2'. more especially 

r. 

A can also be a ojstomary organic counter*4on, for example citrate, oxalate or tartrate. 
5 Preference is given to bleach catalysts of fomiula (V) 



H H 
I I 




I 

A 

wherein 

each R2. independently of the other(s), is hydroxy; Ci-C4alkyl unsubstituted or substituted by 
halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy. phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycartx>nyl or by a mono- or di- 
10 Ci-C4alkylated amino group; Ci-C4alkoxy unsubstituted or substituted by halogen. 

Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl. cart>oxyl, CrC4alkoxycartx>nyl or by a mono- or di-Ci-C4alkylated 
amino group; halogen; N(CrC4alkyl)2 or NH(Ci-C4alkyl) in which at least one aikyi group 
may be substituted by halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, carboxyl, Ct-C4alkoxycarbonyl or 
by a mono- or dl-Ci-C4alkylated amino group; or a water-soluble group; 
15 Y is linear or branched alkylene of formula -[C(Ri)2]m. wherein m is a number from 1 to 4 and 

each Rt, Independently of the other(s), is as defined hereinbefore; 

-(CH2)rNRi-{CH2V wherein Ri is as defined hereinbefore and r is 1 or 2; or a 1 ,2- 

cyctohexylene or phenylene group of formula: 



20 




wherein R is hydrogen, CH2OH, CH2NH2 or SO3M, wherein M is hydrogen, an alkali metal 
k>n, ammonium or a cation that is formed from an amine, 
each q, Independently of the other, is 0, 1 or 2; and 
25 A is F; CT; Br'; I"; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH"; BF4"; PFs' or carboxylate. 



f fl 
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A bleach catalyst of formula (1) and (1*) to which special preference is given is the bleach 
catalyst of formula (1 a): 

H^C CHj 




(la). 



1 



a 

5 Preference is gwen likewise to bleach catalysts of fomiula (2) wherein 

R3. R4. Rs. Re. R3\ R4', Rs , Re'. R3", R4*. R5" and Re" are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; cyano; CI; -SO3M, 

wherein M is hydrogen; an alkali metal cation; an alkaline earth metal cation; 
ammonium; an organic ammonium cation; 
10 nitro; linear or branched Ci-C4alkyl; linear or branched partially fluorinated or 
perfluorinated C,-C4alkyl; -NHRa; -NReRg; -N^ReRgR^; or linear or branched 
Ci-C4alkyl-Rto, 

wherein R,o is -OR7; -COOR7; -NH2; -NHRa; -NRaRg; or -N^RaRgR^; and 
wherein Ra. R9 and R12, are Identical or different and are each linear or branched 
15 Ci-C4alkyl. 

Bleach catalysts of formula (2) to whfch special preference is given are 1 :1 Me(lll) complexes 
of formula (Z) 




20 wherein Me is Mn or Fe, 



■I 
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10 



15 



20 



Ra, Ra' and Ra* are each independently of the others hydrogen; Ci-C4alkyl; Ci-C4alkoxy: 
hydroxy; nitro; NHRe; NReR? or -N^RsReR?, wherein Rs. Re and R7 are each independently of 
the others Ct-C4alkyl. 

An especially preferred bleach catalyst of formula (2) and (2*) is the bleach catalyst of 
formula (2a): 



Preference is given likewise to bleach catalysts of fomnula (3) wherein 
Ri3. Ri4, Ri5, R16. Ri7, R18, Ri9. R20. R21, R22 and R23 are each independently of the others- 
hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyl; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
cyano; halogen; nrtro; -CC)OR24; -SO3R24, 

wherein R24 is in each case hydrogen; a cation; unsubstituted or substituted 
Ci-C4alkyi or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-SR2Si -SO2R25; "OR2S1 

wherein R25 is in each case hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyl or 
unsubstituted or sut>stituted aryl; 
-NR2BR27; -(C,-C4alkylene)-NR2BR27; -N®R2bR27R2b; -(Ci-C4alkylene>-N^26Rz7R2B; 
-N(R25HCi-C4alkylene)-NR26R27; -N[(Ci-C4alkylene)-NR26R27]2; 
-N(R25H Ci-C4alkylene)-N®R2sR27R28; 4M[(Ci-C4alkylene>-N®R26R27R28l2; 

-N(R25)-NR26Rz7; or -N(R25)-N®R26R27R28. 

wherein R2S Is as defined hereinbefore; and 

wherein R26, R27 and R28 are each independently of the others hydrogen; or 

unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyl or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
or R26 and R27. together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form an 
unsubstituted or substituted 6-membered ring that may contain further 
hetero atoms, espedalty a piperazine ring. 
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Bleach catalysts of formula (3) to which greater preference is given are 1:1 Me(lll) complexes 
of formula (3') 

Rib 



wherein 

Ri8 is unsubstituted or sut>stituted Ci-C4alkyl; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; cyano; 
halogen; nitro; -COOR»; -SO3R24. 

wherein R24 is in each case hydrogen; a cation; unsubstituted or substituted 
Ci-C4atkyl or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-SR2s; -SO2R25; -OR25. 

wherein R2S is in each case hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyl or 
unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-NR26R27; -(Ci-C4alkylene).NR26R27; -N®R26R27R28; -{Ci-C4alkylene)-N®R26R27R28; 
-N(R25HPi-C4alkylene)"NR26R27;-N[(Ci-C4alkylene)-NR26R27]2; 
-N(R25H C,-C4alkylene)-N®R26R27R28; -N[(Ci-C4alkyiene)-N®R26R27R28l2; 

-N(R25)-NR26RZ7; or -N(R25)-N®R26R27R28. 

wherein Ris is as defined hereinbefore; and 

wherein Ras, Rzr and R28 are each independently of the others hydrogen; or 

unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyi or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
or and R27. together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form an 
unsubstituted or sut>stituted 6Hmembered ring that may contain further 
hetero atoms, especially a piperazine ring, 
Rt5 and R21 are each independently of the other hydrogen or have the meanings given for 
Ri8, and 

A is F; cr; Br*; T; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH^ BF4"; PFe" or carboxylate. 

Bleach catalysts of fonmula (3*) to which special preference is given are those wherein 
R18 is Ci-C4aikoxy; hydroxy; N-mono- or N.N-di-Ci-C4alkylamino substituted by hydroxy in 

the alkyi moiety; or an unsubstituted or Ci-C4alkyl-substituted pyrrolkiine, piperidine, 

piperazine. morpholine or azepane ring, and 




A 
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Ri5 and R21 are each independently of the other hydrogen; Ci-C4alkoxy; hydroxy; Nnmono- or 
N,N-di-Ct-C4alkylamino substituted by hydroxy in the allcyl moiety; or an unsubstituted or 
Ci-C4alkyl-substituted pyrrolidine, piperidine, piperazine, nnorpholine or azepane ring. 

5 Bleach catalysts of formula (3) and (3') to which very special preference is given are the 
bleach catalysts of fomiulae (3a) and (3b): 




a 



Preference Is given likewise to bleach catalysts of fomnula (4) wherein 
Q is N or CRas, 

R29. R30. R31. R32» R33. R34. Rasi R36. R37 and R38 are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyt; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
cyano; halogen; nitro; -COORaa; -SO3R39, 

wtierein R39 is in each case hydrogen; a cation; or unsubstituted or substituted 
CrC4alkyl or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-SR40; -SO2R40; -OR^ot 

wherein R40 is in each case hydrogen; or unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4alkyl or 
unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-NR41R42: -(Ci-C4alkylene)-NR4iR42; -N^iR42R43; -(Ci-C4alkylene)-N®R4iR42R43; 
-N(R4o)-(Ci-C4alkylene)-NR4iR42; -N[(Ci-C4alkylene)-NR4iR42]2: 
. -N(R4oHCi-C4alkylene)-N®R4tR<2R43; -N[(Ci-C4alkylene)-N®R4iR42R43]2; -N(R4o)-NR4iR42; 
or-N(R4o)-N®R4iR42R43. 



10 



15 



20 
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wherein R41, and R43 are each independently of the others hydrogen; 

unsubstituted or substituted Ci-C4all(yi or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
or 

wherein R41 and R42. together with the nitrogen atom linlcing them, form an 
5 unsubstituted or substituted 6-membered ring that may contain further 

hetero atoms, especially a piperazine ring. 



Bleach catalysts of formula (4) to which greater preference is given are 1:1 Me(lli) complexes 
of formula (4'a) 



10 




(4'a) 



wherein 

— \ ; —\ \1-CH2CH2OH ; — N^^ /i-CHg 
R'33is -OH; ^ — ^ — ^ ' ^ — ^ 



— N H. 



CH3 



^5 "-NICH2CH2CH2N(CH3yj or — MCHjCHjCH^NCCHjWj 

R'31 and R'35 each independently of the other has the meanings given for R'33 or is hydrogen, 
and 

A is P; Cr; Br ; T; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH"; BFa"; PFs* or carboxylate. 



20 A bleach catalyst of formula (4) and (4'a) to which special preference is given is the bleach 
catalyst of formula (4a): 
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(4a) 



Bleach catalysts of formula (4) to which greater preference is likewise given are 1:1 Me(lll) 
complexes of formula (4'P) 




(4*P) 



wherein 



1^33 is -OH: 



\+,CH3 



'\_J* ■• — N^^N-CH,CH,OH ; — N^^^N-CH, ; — N^^N.^.^^ : 



-jQ — NLCHjCHaCHjNCCHay, or -~N[CH2CH2CH2N(CH3)3]2 

R*)! and R*35 each independently of the other has the meanings given for R'33 or is hydrogen, 
and 

A is F; CP; Br ; I"; perchlorate; sulfete; nitrate; OH'; BF4 ; PFe' or carboxylate. 



1 5 The above-menfioned bleach catalysis of fomnulae (1 ) to (3) are prepared according to 
generally kno^ processes. 



Compounds of the bispyridy^f)yrimtdine type (formula (4), wherein Q = CRas) can t>e 
prepared in a manner known perse [F.H. Case ef a/.. J. Org. Chem. 1967, 32(5), 1591- 
20 1 596]). For that purpose, for example, one part pyridine-2-carboxylic ackJ ester and one part 
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ethyl acetate can be reacted with sodium hydride, and the intemnedlate obtained after 
aqueous wori^-up, a P-keto ester, can be reacted with 2-amidinopyridine, to yield the 
corresponding pyrimidine derivatives, which can be converted to the corresponding chlorine 
compounds by reaction with a chlorinating agent such as, for example, PCI5/POCI3. 

5 

Reactions of those compounds with amines, as desired in the presence of an excess of 
redox-active transition metal salts, such as manganese, iron or ruthenium, in order to 
accelerate substitution, yield amine-substituted bispyridyl-pyrimidines. 
Preparation processes using the last two mentioned metal anions are descrit)ed, for 
10 example, in J. Chem. Soc.. Dalton Trans 1990, 1405-1409 (E.C. Constable et al) and New. 
J. Chem. 1992. 16, 855-867. 

Compounds of the bispyridyl-triazine type (formula (4), wherein Q = N) can be prepared 
analogously to known processes (e.g. EP-A-555 180 and EP-A-556 156 or F.H. Case ef a/., 
15 J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1 959, 81 , 905-906) by, for example, reacting two parts 2-cyanopyridine 
with urea or guanidine and a t>ase. 

In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, the 
bleach catalysts [component (a)] are present In an amount of from 1 to 40% by weight, 
20 preferably from 2 to 25% by weight, and especially from 4 to 20% by weight, based on the 
total weight of the particulate composition. 

The alkali metal and/or alkaline earth metal and/or aluminium salts [component (b)] 
preferably used are cartx>nates, hydrogen cart>onates. phosphates, polyphosphates, tripoly- 
25 phosphates, sulfites, silicates, sulfites, borates, halides and pyrophosphates. Preferably, 
alkaline earth metal salts, such 3^ sodium, calcium and magnesium salts, especially sodium 
sulfete, calcium sulfetes, caldum chk>ride, cakjum phosphate, magnesium sulfate or 
magnesium chloride, are used. Calcium salts are especially preferred. 

30 It is also possible for the salts normally empk>yed in washing compositions to be used. 

In the partk:ulate compositkms according to the invenfion. especially in the granules, the 
alkali metal and/or alkaline earth metal and/or aluminium salts [component (b)] are present in 
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an amount of from 0 to 65% by weight, preferably from 1 to 55% by weight, and especially 
from 3 to 50% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition. 

The binder [component (c)] must be water-soluble and must have sealing (sinterable) 
5 properties, that is to say, it must be meltable and/or thermoplastic so that, after the 

granulation procedure, the pores and capillaries of the granule matrix are sealed as a result. 
The binder should either have a melting point (m.p.) of from 30 to 120X, preferably from 35 
to 100X, and especially from 38 to 90^*0, or have a glass transition temperature of from 30 
to 120''C, preferably from 35 to 100X, and espedalty from 38 to 90**C. 

10 

Mixtures of polymers of high and tow molecular weight are advantageous. 

Suitable binders of that kind are especially either water-soluble polymers or water- 
soluble/water-dispersible non-ionic surfactants of which either the melting point or the glass 
15 transition temperature is in the range indicated. 

Mixtures of low molecular weight components and high molecular weight components, such 
as, for example, PEG 8000 with PEG 2000 or PEG 8000 with a polyethylene oxide having a 
molecular weight of 100 000 are very advantageous in temis of themiopiastic properties. 

20 In general, the following are preferred: polyethylene glycols having a molecular weight of 
from 2000 to 20 000, polyethylene oxides having a nrK>lecular weight of from 1 00 000 to 
1 000 000; copolymers of ethylene oxide and propylene oxides having a molecular weight of 
> 3 500; copolymers of vinylpynrolidone with vinyl acetate; polyvinylpyrrolidones having a 
molecular weight of < 20 000; copolymers of ethyl acrylate and methacrylate and methacryllc 

25 add (ammonium salt); hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phthalate; polyvinyl alcohol, and also 
hydroxypropyl methylcellulose. In the fonrn of melts, such mixtures are of low viscosity and 
are advantageously able to be processed. 

By suitable selection of the appropriate polymer/surfectant or surfactant/surfactant 
30 combination it is thus possible, in addition to influencing the storage stability (resistance to 
deactivation), also to influence significantly the dissolution properties of the particulate 
compositions according to the invention in use (washing liquor). 
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The following may be mentioned as examples of binders that, during the granulation process, 
either are melted or are dissolved in water 

1. fatty alcohols having from 8 to 22 cart>on atoms, especially cetyt alcohol; 
5 2. addition products of. preferably, from 2 to 80 mol of alkylene oxide, espedalty ethylene 
oxide, wherein some of the ethylene oxide units may have been replaced by substituted 
epoxides, such as styrene oxide and/or propylene oxide, with higher unsaturated or 
saturated monoalcohols, fatty acids, fatty amines or fatty amides having from 8 to 22 
cartx>n atoms or with benzyl alcohols, phenyl phenols, benzyl phenols or alkyl phenols. 
10 the alkyl radicals of which have at least 4 carbon atoms; 

3. alkylene oxkie. especially propylene oxide, condensation products (block polymers); 

4. ethylene oxkie/propylene oxide adducts with diamines, especially ethylenediamine; 

5. reaction products of a fetty add having from 8 to 22 carbon atoms and a primary or 
secondary amine having at least one hydroxy-lower alkyl or bwer alkoxy-lower alkyl 

15 group, or alkylene oxide addition products of such hydroxyalkyl-group-containing reaction 
products; 

6. sorbitan esters, preferably having long-chain ester groups, or ethoxylated sorbitan esters, 
such as poiyoxyethylene sorbitan monolaurate having from 4 to 10 ethylene oxide units or 
potyoxyethylene sorbitan trioleate having from 4 to 20 ethylene oxkle units; 

20 7. addition products of propylene oxide vn'th a tri- to hexa-hydric aliphatic alcohol having from 
3 to 6 carbon atoms, e.g. glycerol or pentaerythritol; and 
8. fatty alcohol polyglycol mixed ethers, espedally addition products of from 3 to 30 mol of 
ethylene oxide and from 3 to 30 mol of propylene oxide with aliphatic monoalcohols 
having from 8 to 22 cartx>n atoms. 

25 

Especially suitable nornonic dispersing agents are surfectants of formula (5) 

R44-CKalkylene-0)h-R45 (5), 

wherein 

R44 is C8-C22alkyl or CrCisalkenyl, 
30 R45 is hydrogen; CrC4alkyl; a cycloaliphatic radical having at least 6 carbon atoms; or 
benzyl, 

^alkylene' is an alkylene radical having from 2 to 4 carbon atoms, and 
n is a number from 1 to 60. 
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The substituents R44 and R45 in formula (5) are advantageously the hydrocarbon radical of an 
unsaturated or, preferably, saturated aliphatic monoalcohol having from 8 to 22 carbon 
atoms. The hydrocarbon radical may be straight-chain or branched. R44 and R45 are prefer- 
ably each independently of the other an alky! radical having from 9 to 14 carbon atoms. 

5 

Aliphatic saturated monoalcohols that come into consideration include natural alcohols, e.g. 
lauryl alcohol, myristyl alcohol, cetyl alcohol or stearyl alcohol, and also synthetic alcohols, 
e.g. 2-ethylhexanol. 1,1,3.3-tetramethylbutanol. octan-2-ol, isononyl alcohol, trimethyl- 
hexanol. trimethylnonyl alcohol, decanol, CrCnOxo-alcohol, tridecyl alcohol, isotridecyl 
1 0 alcohol and linear primary alcohols (Aifbls) having from 8 to 22 carbon atoms. Some 

examples of such Atfbls are Alfol (8-10). AHbl (9-11), Alfol (10-14), Alibi (12-13) and Alfol (IB- 
IS). ("Alfor is a registered trade mark of CONDEA Vista Company). 
Unsaturated aliphatic monoakx>hols are, for example, dodecenyl alcohol, hexadecenyi 
alcohol and deyl alcohol. 



15 



The alcohol radicals may be present singly or in the form of mixtures of two or more 
components, e.g. mixtures of alkyi and/or alkenyl groups that are derived from soybean fatty 
acids, palm kernel fatty acids or tallow oils. 



CH3 



20 (Alkytene-O) chains are preferably bivalent radicals of formula (CH2-CHz-)-. | or 

-(CH-CH2-O)- 

CH3 
I 

-(CH2-CHO)- 

Examples of a cydoaliphattc radical Include cyck>heptyl, cyclooctyl and preferably cyclohexyl. 

25 As non-ionic dispersing agents there come into consideration preferably surfactants of 
formula (6) 

II II 
r^-o-(ch-ch-c^ch<:h^R4, 

wherein 

R46 isCs-Casalkyt. 
30 R47 is hydrogen or Ci-C4alkyl. 
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Yi. Y2, Y3 and Y4 are each independently of the others hydrogen, methyl or ethyl. 
.n2 is a numt)er from 0 to 8» and 
na is a number from 2 to 40. 



5 Further important nonnonic dispersing agents correspond to formula (7) 

Y5 Ye Y, Ye 

II II (7). 

R48-0-(ChK:H-C^(CH-CH-0);;-gR49 

wherein 

R48 is Cs-Cualkyl. 
R49 isCi-C4allcyl, 

10 Y5. Ye. Y7 and Ys are each independently of the others hydrogen, methyl or ethyl, one of the 
radicals Y5. Ye and one of the radicals Y7. Ya always being hydrogen; and 
n4 and ns are each independently of the other an integer from 4 to 8. 

The non-ionic dispersing agents of formulae (5) to (7) can be used in the form of mixtures. 
15 For example, as surfactant mixtures there come into consideration non-end-group-terminated 
fatty alcohol ethoxylates of formula (5), that is compounds of formula (5) wherein 
R44 is C8-C22alkyl, 
R4$ is hydrogen and 

the alkylene-O chain is the radical -(CHrCHrO)-; 
20 and also end-group-terminated fatty alcohol ethoxylates of formula (7). 

Examples of non-ionic dispersing agents of fonmulae (5). (6) and (7) include reaction 
products of a do-Cisfatty alcohol, e.g. a Cisoxo-alcohol. with from 3 to 10 mol of ethylene 
oxide, propylene oxide and/or butylene oxide and the reaction product of one mol of a 
25 Ciafatty alcohol with 6 mol of ethylene oxide and 1 mol of butylene oxide, it being possible for 
the addition products each to be end-group4enminated with Ci-C4allcyl, preferably methyl or 
butyl. 



In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, water- 
30 soluble binders having sealing properties [component (c)] are present in an amount of from 
5 to 90% by weight, preferably from 7 to 80% by weight, and especially from 7 to 70% by 
weight, based on the tc^l weight of the particulate composition. 
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In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, water 
[component (d)] is present in an amount of from 0.05 to 12% by weight, preferably from 0.1 
to 8% by weight, and especially from 0.3 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight of the 
5 particulate compositions. 

This (residual) water originates from the components (a) and/or (c) used and/or from the 
optional further components (b). (e) to (k). which may or may not be used, and/or from the 
granulating or coating process. 

10 The particulate compositions according to the invention may in addition comprise one or 
more water-soluble polymers and/or dispersing agents [component (e)]. 
Those polymers and/or dispersing agents, unlike the compounds of component (c), are 
neither meltable nor thermoplastic in the range up to ISO^'C. 

15 The anionic dispersing agents preferably used are especially commercially available water- 
soluble anionic dispersing agents for dyes, pigments etc.. 

In that respect, the fblkywing compounds, espedaiiy, may be mentioned: condensation 
products of aromatic sulfonic adds and formaldehyde; condensation products of aromatic 

20 sulfonic adds with unsubstituted or chlorinated diphenyls or diphenyl oxides and optionally 
fomnaldehyde; (mono-/di-)alkylnaphthalenesulfbnates; sodium salts of polymerised organic 
sulfonic adds: sodium salts of polymerised alkylnaphthalenesulfonto adds; sodium salts of 
polymerised alkylbenzenesulfbnic adds; alkylarylsulfonates; sodium salts of alkyi polyglycol 
ether sulfates; polyalkylated polynudear arylsulfonates; methylene-linked condensation 

25 products of arylsulfonic adds and hydroxyarylsulfonk: adds; sodium salts of 

dialkylsulfosucdnic add; sodium salts of alkyt diglycol ether sulfates; sodium salts of 
pdynaphttialenemethanesulfonates; lignosulfonates or oxyltgnosulfonates; and heterocyclic 
polysulfbnk: adds. 

30 The dispersing agents can be used singly or in the fonm of a mixture of two or more 
dispersing agents. 

Espectalty suitable ank>nic dispersing agents are condensation products of 
naphthalenesulfonic adds with formaldehyde; sodium salts of polymerised organic sulfonic 
adds; (monoVdi-)alkylnaphthatenesulfonates; polyalkylated polynudear arylsulfonates; 
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sodium salts of polymerised alkylbenzenesulfonic adds; lignosulfonates; oxylignosulfbnates 
and condensation products of naphthalenesulfonic add with a potychloromethyldiphenyl. 

As water-soluble polymers that are neither meltable nor thermoplastic, there are preferably 
5 used copolymers of acrylic acid with sulfonated styrenes; polyethylenesulfonic adds; sodium 
carboxymethylcellulose; gelatin; polyacrylates and maltodextrin. 

In the particulate compositions according to the invention, espedally in the granules, such 
water-soluble polynners and/or dispersing agents [component (e)] are present in an amount 
10 of from 0 to 70% by weight, preferably from 0 to 60% by weight, and espedally from 0 to 
55% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition. 

The particulate compositions according to the invention may in addition comprise one or 
rTK)re fillers [component (f)]. The purpose of the fillers is to adapt the content of the bleach 
15 catalyst (or bleach catalysts) to the desired concentration. The filler materials are used in 
undissolved state. 

Suitable fillers may be either organic or inorganic materials. 

20 Preferred organic filler materials [component (0) are as follows: 

1 ) anionic dispersing agents as defined and described above, provided that the dispersing 
agents are not present in the dissolved state during granulation; 

2) polycarboxylates and/or water-soluble polysiloxanes. Of the polycari^oxylates, 
preference is given to the polyhydroxycarboxylates, espedally citrates, dextrin, 

25 maltodextrin or maize starch; 

3) low-molecular-weight organic adds and salts thereof: There come into consideration as 
iow-molecular-weight organic adds, for example, mono- or poly-carboxylic acids. Of 
special interest are aliphatic carbc»(ylic adds, espedally those having a total number of 
from 1 to 12 carbon atoms. Preferred acids are aliphatic Ci-Ci2-mono- or -poly- 

30 carboxylic adds, the monocaritx>xylic adds being espedally those having at least 3 
cari[>on atoms in total. As sut)stituents of the carboxylic adds there come into 
consideration, for example, hydroxy and amino, espedally hydroxy. Special preference 
is given to aliphatic C2-Ci2polycart)Oxyl»c adds, espedally aliphatic CrC6polycartx)xylic 
adds. Very spedal preference is given to hydroxy-substituted aliphatic C2-C6Poly- 
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carboxylic acids. There may be mentioned as examples especially oxalic add. tartaric 
acid, acetic acid, propionic add, sucdnic add, maleic add, dtric add, formic add. 
gluconic add. p-toluenesulfonic add. terephthalic add, benzoic add. phthalic add. 
acrylic add and polyacrylic add. These compounds can be used in the fbmi of the free 
5 add and/or in the form of salts, espedally alkali metal salts. 

Preferred fillers [component (f)] are anionic dispersing agents and/or polycart>oxylates. More 
preferred are anionic dispersing agents and/or polyhydroxycarboxylates. Spedal preference 
is given to anionic dispersing agents, citrates and/or maize starch. 

10 

Rller materials [component (f)] that are likewise preferred are water-insoluble organic 
materials, which do not dissolve either during granulation or under the conditions of use. 
Such filler materials are espedally caldum salts of saturated and unsaturated fatty acids, 
sawdust, paper fibres, activated carbon, natural fibres and natural fabric, cellulose materials. 
15 macroporous adsorii^er resins, crossllnked polyacrylic add (e.g. polycarbophil. CAS 9003 
97-8. Goodrich, Neuss) or highly disperse, solid polymer compounds formed by 
polymerisation, polycondensatk>n or polyaddition reactions or by a combination of such 
reactions. 

20 Spedal preference is given to celluk)se materials, microcrystalline cellulose, urea- 

fonmaldehyde condensation products and melamine-formaldehyde condensation products. 

The carrier material may t>e, for example, a highly disperse, solid polymer compound, formed 
by polymerisation, polycondensation or polyaddition reactions or by a combination of such 
25 reactions. Such polymer compounds are d^cribed, for example, in GB-A-1 323 890 or 
CH 522 007 and indude polycondensation products, espedally polycondensed 
aminoplastics, for example urea-formaldehyde and melamine-formaldehyde polymer 
compounds and also vinyl polymers, for example polyacrytonitrile. 

30 The water-insoluble urea4ormaklehyde polymer compounds and the preparation of those 
polymers are known, for example, from A. Renner Makromolekulare Chemie 
149, 1-27(1971). 
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The urea-formaldehyde polymer compounds are prepared by reacting formaldehyde with 
urea in aqueous solution. The reaction is preferably cam'ed out in two steps. In the first 
reaction step, urea is reacted with fonmaldehyde according to a customary condensation 
mechanism, yielding a low-molecular-weight water-soluble precondensate. In the second 
5 reaction step, an acid catalyst may be used for the purpose of accelerating the reaction and 
for crosslinking. there being formed an insoluble, finely divided solid. 

Preferred fillers [component (f)] of that kind are calcium salts of saturated and unsaturated 
fatty adds, cellulose materials and also melamine-fonmaldehyde condensation products. 

10 

Filler n^aterials [component (f)] to which preference is likewise given are aluminium oxide, 
magnesium oxide and silicates. There are especially suitable sodium salts of crystalline 
layered silicates of the fomiula NaHSIiO2i+i.pH20 or Na2Sit02i^i.pH20 wherein t is a number 
from 1 .9 to 4 and p is a number from 0 to 20. Among the aluminum silicates, preference is 
15 given to those comnrYerdally available under the names zeolite A, B, X and HS. and also to 
mixtures comprising two or more such components. 

Filler materials [component (01 of that kind to which special preference is given are layered 
silicates and magnesium oxide. 

20 

In the particulate compositions according to the Invention, especially in the granules, such 
filler materials [component (01 are present in an amount of from 0 to 90% by weight, 
preferably from 0 to 80% by weight and especially from 0 to 70% by weight based on the 
total weight of the particulate composition. 

25 

The particulate composltbns according to the invention may in additbn comprise one or 
more plastidzers [component (g)]. The plasticizers serve to adjust the glass transition 
temperature of the particular binder [component (c)] to the required temperature range. 

30 Suitable plastidzers indude especially long-chained alcohols, polyethylene glycols 
(preferably having a maximum molecular weight of 600), glycerol, triethylene glycol, 
polypropylene glycd, butanedk>l, diethyl phthatate. triacetin and/or polyethylene glycol 3350. 
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In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, such 
plastidzers [component (g)] are present in an amount of from 0 to 8% by weight, preferably 
from 0 to 6% by weight, and especially from 0 to 4% by weight, based on the total weight of 
the particulate composition. 

5 

The particulate composition according to the invention may in addition comprise one or more 
white pigments [component (h)]. The white pigments serve to inhibit or mask any undesired 
inherent colour of a formulation component. 

10 Suitable white pigments are especially titanium dioxide, talc, 8102, calcium carbonate and 
barium sulfate, special preference being given to titanium dioxide having an average particle 
size (Xso) of < 1 .5 pm. 

In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, such 
15 white pigments [component (h)] are present in an amount of from 0 to 50% by weight. 

preferably from 0 to 40% by weight, and especially from 0 to 25% by weight, based on the 
total weight of the particulate composition. 

The particulate compositions according to the invention may in addition comprise one or 
20 more water-soluble or water-dispersible dyes/pigments [component (i)]. Such dyes/pigments 
are for the purpose of colouring the granules. Only bleach-resistant dyes and pigments come 
into consideration. 

Preferably, water-insoluble bleachnnesistant organic pigments of the colours blue, green and 
25 yellow are used. 

Such pigments are preferably used in combination with one (or more) of the above- 
mentioned white pigments [component (h)]. 

30 In the particulate compositions according to the invention, espedaily in the granules, such 
water-soluble or water-dispersibte dyes/pigments [component (i)] are present in an amount of 
from 0 to 5% by weight, preferably from 0 to 4% by weight, and especially from 0 to 2% by 
weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition. 
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The particulate compositions according to the invention may in addition comprise one or 
more anti-adherents and/or lubricants [component Q)]. Such anti-adherents and/or lubricants 
serve to inhibit any adhesion of the granular mass to the surface of the granulation plant 
(especially during melting) and to reduce friction during the granulating process. 

5 

Suitable anti-adherents and/or lubricants are especially magnesium stearate, calcium 
stearate, aluminium stearate, talc, silicones and lecithin. 

In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, such 
1 0 anti-adherents andlor lubricants [component (j)] are present in an amount of from 0 to 5% by 
weight, preferably from 0 to 4% by weight, and especially from 0 to 2% by weight, based on 
the total weight of the parti'culate composition. 

The particulate compositions according to the invention may in addition comprise one or 
1 5 more additives [component (k)). 

Suitable additives are espectatly optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; pH 
regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray-drying and the granulating 
properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; disintegrants, 
20 such as powdered or fibrous cellulose; antistatic agents; fabric conditioners; enzymes; toning 
agents; non-ionic surfactants; and polymers which, during the washing of textiles, prevent 
staining caused by dyes in the washing liquor which have been released from the textiles 
under the washing conditions. 

25 Suitable wetting agents are espedalty anionic surfactants, for example a sulfate, sulfonate or 
cart)oxytate surfactant or a mixture of such surfectants. Preferred sulfates are those having 
from 12 to 22 cart)on atoms in the alkyi radical or alkyt ethoxysulfates in which the alkyl 
radical contains from 10 to 20 cartx>n atoms and in which the head group contains on 
average 2 or 3 ethoxy units. Preferred sulfonates are, for example, alkyl benzenesulfonates 

30 having firom 9 to 15 cart)on atoms in the alkyl radical and/or alkyl naphtiialenesulfonates 
having from 6 to 16 cartxm atoms in the alkyl radical in question. The cation in the anionic 
surfactants is preferably an alkali metal cation, especially sodium. 

Preferred cartwxylates are alkali metal sarcosinates of fonmula 
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Rso-CO-N(Rsi)-CH2COOMi, 
wherein 

R50 is alkyi or atkenyl having from 8 to 18 carbon atoms in the alkyl or alkenyl radical, 
R51 is Ci-C4alkyl; and 
5 Ml is an alkali metal. 

In the particulate compositions according to the invention, especially in the granules, such 
additives [component (k)l are present in an amount of from 0 to 20% by weight, preferably 
from 0 to 15% by weight, and especially from 0 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight 
10 of the particulate composition. 

The particulate compositions according to the inventton may optionally be provided with a 
layer (coating). The layer preferably consists of at least one water-soluble polymer that has a 
melting point > SS^'C and/or has film-forming properties. 

15 

As coating compositions there are used especially polyethylene glycols (having a molecular 
weight of from 6000 to 100 000); sodium carboxymethyl cellulose; carboxymethyl cellulose; 
methyk:ellulose; hydroxypropyl methylceltulose; hydroxyethyl cellulose; hydroxypropyt 
cellubse; ethytcellulose; methyl hydroxyethyl cellulose; methyl hydroxypropyl cellulose; 
20 hydrophobically modified hydroxypropyl methyk:ellulose; gelatin; polyvinyl alcohol; 

copolymers of ethyl acrylate with methyl acrylate and methacrylic add (ammonium salt); fatty 
adds; paraffin; waxes; mono-, di- and tri-glycerides of single or mixed fatty adds; polyvinyl 
acetates and/or polymers having pH-dependent solubility. 

25 The lastHDontioned pH-sensitive polymers for pH-dependent protection and dissolution 
behaviour are provided espedally for applying a pH-sensitive protective layer to the 
particulate compositions according to the invention so that the active ingredient is released 
only in the basic environment of a washing liquor. Such polymers are especially 
hydroxypropyl methylcellulose acetate sucdnates; hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phthalates; 

30 carboxymethyl ethylcellulose; polymethacrylates; cellulose acetate phthalates and aminoalkyi 
methacrylate copolymers. 
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The layer with which the particulate compositions according to the invention may optionally 
be coated is from 0 to 35% by weight, preferably from 0 to 20% by weight, and especially 
from 0 to 15% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition. 
The coating composition may Itself have a white pigment added to it. The white pigment 
5 serves to inhibit or mask any undesired inherent colour of the particulate compositions. The 
white pigments already mentioned above component (h)), especially, are used. 

The proportion of white pigments in the coating composition Is especially from 0 to 75% by 
weight, preferably from 0 to 70% by weight, and especially from 0 to 65% by weight, based 
10 on the total weight of the coating composition. 

When a white pigment is added to the coating composition, one or more coloured pigments 
as defined above may be used in addition. The proportion of coloured pigment is especially 
from 0 to 35% by weight, preferably from 0 to 25% by weight, and more especially from 0 to 
1 5 20% by weight, based on the total weight of white pigment in the coating composition. 

The present Invention relates preferably to particulate compositions (Z) containing 

(a) from 4 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one finely particulate bleach catalyst of fonmula (1 ), (1*) (2). (2*). (3), (3*). (4). (4'a) 

20 and/or (4'p) having an average particle size (Xso) of < 35 pm; 

(b) firom 3 to 50% by weight based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one sodium, calcium and/or nriagnesium carbonate; hydrogen carbonate; 
phosphate; polyphosphate; tripolyphosphate; sulfate; silicate; sulfite; borate; halide 
and/or pyrophosphate; 

25 (c) from 7 to 70% by weight, t>ased on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble binder having sealing properties and a melting point of from 38 
to90X; 

(d) from 0.3 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, 
water; 

30 (e) from 0 to 55% by wei^t, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble polymer aruVor dispersing agent that is neither meltable nor 
thermoplastic nn the range up to ISO^'C; 
(f) from 0 to 70% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one filler from the group of the polycart>oxylates; water-soluble polysiloxanes; 



wo 2004/104155 PCT/EP2004/050766 



-29- 



aliphattc Cs-dapolycarttoxylic adds; calcium salts of saturated and unsaturated fatty 
acids; sawdust; paper fibres; activated cartx>n; natural fibres and natural fabric; cellulose 
materials; macroporous adsorber resins; crosslinked polyacrylic add; highly disperse, 
solid polymer compounds formed by polymerisation, polycondensation or polyaddition 
5 reactions or by a combination of such reactions; aluminium oxide; magnesium oxide; 
and/or (layered) silicates; 

(g) from 0 to 4% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one plastidzer from the group of the long-chained alcohols; polyethylene glycols 
(preferably having a maximum molecular weight of 600); glycerol; tiiethytene glycol; 

1 0 pdypropytene glycol; butanediol; diethyl phthalate; triacetin and^or polyethylene glycol 
3350; 

(h) from 0 to 25% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one white pigment from the group consisting of titanium dioxide; talc; Si02; calcium 
cartx)nate and/or barium sulfate; 

15 (i) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble or water-dispersible bleach-resistant dye/pigment of the colour 
blue, green and/or yellow; 
(j) from 0 to 2% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one anti-adherent and/or lubricant from the group magnesium stearate, caldum 

20 stearate and aluminium stearate; talc; silicones and/or ledthin; 

(k) from 0 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one further additive selected from optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; 
pH regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray drying and the granulating 
properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; 

25 disintegrants, such as powdered or fibrous cellulose; antistatic agents; fabric 

conditioners; enzymes; toning agents; non-ionic surfactants; and polymers which, during 
the washing of textiles, prevent staining caused by dyes in the washing liquor which 
have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 

30 The present invention relates more especially to particulate compositions (Zi) containing 
(a) from 4 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one finely particulate bleach catalyst of formula (1 ), (1 ') (2), (21 (3). (3'), (4), (4'a) 
and/or (4'p) having an average partide size (Xso) of < 35 pm; 
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(b) from 3 to 50% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one sodium, calcium and/or magnesium cartx>nate; hydrogen cart>onate; 
phosphate; polyphosphate; tripoiyphosphate; sulfate; silicate; sulfite: borate; halide 
and/or pyrophosphate; 

5 (c) from 7 to 70% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble binder having sealing properties and a melting point of from 38 
to90"C; 

(d) from 0.3 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, 
water 

10 (e) from 0 to 55% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble polymer that is neither meltable nor thermoplastic in the range 
up to 150**C from the group of the copolymers of acrylic add with sulfonated styrenes; 
polyethylenesulfonic acids; sodium carboxymethyl cellulose; gelatin; polyacrylates and 
maltodextrin, and/or at least one dispersing agent that is neither meltable nor 

15 thermoplastic in the range up to 150*C from the group of the condensation products of 
naphthalenesutfonic acids with formaldehyde; sodium salts of polymerised organic 
sulfonic adds; (mono-/di-)alkylnaphthalenesulfonates; polyalkylated polynuclear 
arylsulfonates; sodium salts of polymerised alkyibenzenesulfonic adds; lignosulfonates; 
oxytignosutfonates and condensation products of naphthalenesutfonic add with a 

20 polychloromethyidiphenyl; 

(f) from 0 to 70% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one filler from the group of the dtrates; maize starch; oxalic add; tartaric add; 
acetic acid; propionic add; sucdnic add; maleic add; dthc acid ; formic add; gluconic 
add, p-toluenesulfbnic add; terephthaiic add; benzoic add; phthalic acid; acrylic add; 

25 poiyacrylic add; caldum salts of saturated and unsaturated fatty adds; sawdust; paper 
fibres; activated cart>on; natural fibres and natural fabric; cellulose materials; 
macroporous adsort>er resins; crosslinked poiyacrylic add; highly disperse, solid polymer 
compounds fomied by polynterisation, potycondensation or polyadditton reactions or by 
a combination of such reactions; aluminium oxide; magnesium oxide; and/or (layered) 

30 silicates; 

(g) from 0 to 4% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one plastictzer from the group of long-chained alcohols; polyethylene glycols 
having a maximum molecular weight of 600; glycerol; triethylene glycol; polypropylene 
glycol; butanedid; diethyl phthalate; triacetin and/or polyethylene glycol 3350; 
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(h) from 0 to 25% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one white pigment from the group consisting of titanium dioxide having an average 
particle size (Xso) < 1.5 pm; talc; Si02; calcium cartx)nate and/or barium sulfate; 

0) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
5 least one water-soluble or water-dispersible bleach-resistant dye/pigment of the colour 
blue, green and/or yellow; 

(j) from 0 to 2% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one anti-adherent and/or lubricant from the group magnesium stearate, calcium 
stearate and aluminium stearate; talc; silicones and/or lecithin; 
1 0 (k) from 0 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one further additive selected from optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; 
pH regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray drying and the granulating 
properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; 
disintegrants, such as powdered or fibrous cellulose; antistatic agents; fabric 
15 conditioners; ertzymes; toning agents; non-Ionic surfactants; and polymers which, during 

the washing of textiles, prevent staining caused by dyes in the washing liquor which 
have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 

The present invention relates to particulate compositions (Z2) containing 
20 (a) from 4 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one finely particulate bleach catolyst of fonmula (1'), (Z), (3*). (4'a) and/or (4'P) 
having an average particle size pCso) of < 20 pm; 

(b) from 3 to 50% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one sodium cartx)nate, caldum cart)onate and/or magnesium cariE>onate; hydrogen 

25 cartx>nate; sulfate and/or sulfite; 

(c) from 7 to 70% by weight. base6 on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble binder having seating properties and a melting point of from 38 
to 90X from the group of polyethylene glycols having a molecular weight of from 2000 
to 20 000; polyethylene oxides having a molecular weight of from 100 000 to 1 000 000; 

30 copolymers of ethylene oxide and propylene oxides having a molecular weight of > 3 
500; copolymers of vinylpynroltdone with vinyl acetate; polyvinylpyrrolidones having a 
molecular weight of < 20 000; copolymers of ethyl acrylate and methacrylate and 
methacrytic actd (ammonium salt); hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phthalate; polyvinyl 
alcohol and/or hydroxypropyl methylcellulose; 
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(d) from 0.3 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, 
water; 

(e) from 0 to 55% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble polymer that is neither meltable nor thermoplastic in the range 

5 up to 1 50^*0 from the group of the copolymers of acrylic acid with sulfonated styrenes; 
polyethylenesulfonic adds; sodium cart>oxymethyl cellulose; gelatin; polyacrylates and 
maltodextrin, and/or of at least one dispersing agent that is neither meltable nor 
thermoplastic in the range up to ISO^'C from the group of the condensation products of 
naphthalenesulfonicadds with fbmnaldehyde; sodium salts of polymerised organic 
1 0 sulfonic adds; (mono-/di-)alkylr)aphthatenesulfonates; polyalkylated polynudear 

arylsulfonates; sodium salts of polymerised alkylbenzenesulfonic adds; lignosulfonates; 
oxylignosulfonates and condensation products of naphthalenesulfbnic add with a 
polychloromethyldiphenyl. 

(f) from 20 to 60% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
15 least one filler from the group of the citrates; maize starch; natural fibres and natural 

fabric and/or cellulose materials; highly disperse, solid polymer compounds formed by 
polymerisation, polycondensation or polyaddition reactions or by a combination of such 
reactions; and/or (layered) silicates; 

(g) from 0 to 4% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
20 least one plastidzer from the group of long-chained alcohols; polyethylene glycols 

having a maximum molecular weight of 600; glycerol; triethylene glycol; polypropylene 
glycol; butanediol; diethyl phthalate; triacetin and/or polyethylene glycol 3350; 

(h) from 0 to 25% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one white pigment from the group titanium dioxide having an average particle size 

25 (X50) of < 1 .5 pm; and/or t>arium sul^te; 

(i) from 0 to 5% by weight, teased on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least or>e water-soluble or water-dispersible bleach-resistant dye/pigment of the colour 
blue, green and/or yellow; 

(j) from 0 to 2% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
30 least one anti-adherent and/or lubricant from the group magnesium stearate, caldum 

stearate and aluminium stearate; talc; silicones and/or ledthin; 
(k) from 0 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 

least one further additive selected from optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; 

pH regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray drying and the granulating 
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properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; 
disintegrants, such as powdered or fibrous cellulose: antistatic agents; fabric 
conditioners; enzymes; toning agents; non-ionic surfactants; and polymers which, during 
the washing of textiles, prevent staining caused by dyes in the washing liquor which 
5 have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 

The present invention relates likewise to particulate compositions (Z3) containing 

(a) from 4 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one finely particulate bleach catalyst of formula (1a), (2a). (3a) and/or (4a) having 

10 an average particle size (X50) of< 20 pm; 

(b) from 3 to 50% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one sodium cart>onate, calcium cart>onate and/or magnesium cartx>nate; hydrogen 
cart)onate; sulMe and/or sulfite; 

(c) from 7 to 70% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
15 least one water-soluble binder having sealing properties and a melting point of from 38 

to 90X from ttie group of polyethylene glycols having a molecular weight of from 2000 
to 20 000; polyethylene oxides having a molecular weight of from 100 000 to 1 000 000; 
copolymers of ethylene oxide and propylene oxides having a molecular weight of > 3 
500; copolymers of vinylpyrrolidone with vinyl acetate; polyvinylpyrrolidones having a 
20 molecular weight of < 20 000; copolymers of ethyl acrylate and methacrylate and 

methacrylic add (ammonium salt); hydroxypropyl methylceliulose phthalate; polyvinyl 
alcohol and/or hydroxypropyl methylceliulose; 

(d) firom 0.3 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, 
water; 

25 (e) from 0 to 55% t>y weight. t>ased on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble polymer that is neither meltable nor themrioplastic in the range 
up to 1 50*^0 from the group of the copolymers of acrylic acid with sulfonated styrenes; 
potyethytenesutfonic adds; sodium cartx>xymethyl cellulose; gelatin; polyacrylates and 
maltodextrin, and/or of at least one dispersing agent that is neither meltable nor 

30 thennoplastic in tiie range up to 150X from the group of the condensation products of 
naphthalenesulfonic adds with fomnaldehyde; sodium salts of polymerised organic 
sulfonk:adds; (nrtonoVdh)alkytnaphthalenesulfonates; polyalkylated polynudear 
arylsuHbnates; sodium salts of polymerised alkylbenzenesulfonic adds; lignosulfonates; 
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oxylignosulfonates and condensation products of naphthalenesulfontc acid with a 
polychloromethyldiphenyl. 

(f) from 20 to 60% by weight, t>ased on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one filler from the group of the citrates; maize starch; natural fibres and natural 

5 fabric and/or cellulose materials; highly disperse, solid polymer compounds formed by 
polymerisation, polycondensation or polyaddition reactions or by a combination of such 
reactions; and/or (layered) silicates; 

(g) from 0 to 4% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one plastidzer from the group of long-chained alcohols; polyethylene glycols 

1 0 having a maximum molecular weight of 600; glycerol; triethylene glycol; polypropylene 
glycol; butanedlol; diethyl phthalate; triacetin and/or polyethylene glycol 3350; 

(h) from 0 to 25% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one white pigment from the group titanium dioxide having an average particle size 
P<5o) of < 1.5 Mm; and/or barium sulfate; 

15 (i) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble or water-dispersible bleach-resistant dye/pigment of the colour 
blue, green and/or yellow; 
0) from 0 to 2% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one anti-adherent and/or lubricant from the group magnesium stearate, calcium 

20 stearate and aluminium stearate; talc; silicones and/or lecithin; 

(k) from 0 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one further additive selected from optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; 
pH regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray drying and the granulating 
properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; 

25 disintegrants, such as powdered or fibrous cellulose; antistatic agents; fabric 

conditioners; enzymes; toning agents; non^onic surfactants; and polymers which, during 
the washing of textiles, prevent staining caused by dyes in the washing liquor which 
have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 

30 In especially preferred particulate compositions Z, Zi, Z2 and Za, the average particle size of 
the bleach catalyst is in the range from 0.01 to 10 pm. More especially, the average particle 
size is in the range from 0.01 to 2.5 pm. 90% of the bleach catalyst particles generally have a 
particle size that is < 7 pm, preferably < 5 pm. 
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The invention relates also to particulate compositions Z, Zu Z2 and Za that are provided with 
a layer (coating). 

Preferably, such coated particulate compositions consist of up to 35% by weight of coating, 
especially from 3 to 35% by weight, more especially from 5 to 30% by weight, especially 
5 preferably from 5 to 25% by weight of coating, based on the total weight of the coated 
particulate composition. 

The invention accordingly relates also to a coated particulate composition {Q) consisting of 

from 65 to 97% by weight of the particulate composition Z, Zu Z2 or Z3 and 
10 from 3 to 35% kyy weight of a coating consisting of at least one of the following coating 

compositions: polyethylene glycol (having a molecular weight of from 6000 to 100 000); 

sodium carboxymethyl cellulose; cartx>xymethyt cellulose; methylcellulose; hydroxypropyl 

methylcellulose; hydroxyethyl cellulose; hydroxypropyl cellulose; ethylcellulose; methyl 

hydroxyethylcellulose; methyl hydroxypropylcellulose; hydrophobically modified hydroxy- 
15 propyl methylcellulose; gelatin; polyvinyl alcohols; copolymers of ethyl acryiate with methyl 

acrylate and methacryltc acid; hydroxypropyl methylcellulose acetate succinate; 

hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phthalate; polymethacrylates; fatty acids; paraffin; waxes; 

mono-, di- and tri-glycerides of single or mixed fatty acids; cellulose acetate phthalates and 

aminoalkyi methacrylate copolymers. 

20 

The percentages by weight relate in each case to the total weight of the coated particulate 
composition. 

A white pigment can also be added to the coating composition. 

25 

The invention accordingly relates also to a coated particulate composition (^2i) consisting of 
from 65 to 97% by weight of the particulate composition Z, Zi, Z2 or Z3 and 
from 3 to 35% by weight of a coating consisting of at least one of the following coating 
compositions: polyethylene glycol (having a molecular weight of from 6000 to 8000); sodium 
30 carboxymethyl cellulose; carboxymethyl cellulose; methylcellulose; hydroxypropyl 

methylcellulose; hydroxyethyl cellulose; hydroxypropyl cellulose; ethylcellulose; methyl 
hydroxyethylcellulose; m^hyl hydroxypropylcellulose; hydrophobically modified 
hydroxypropyl methylcellulose; gelatin; polyvinyl alcohols; copolymers of ettiyl acrylate with 
methyl acrylate and methacrylic acid; hydroxypropyl metiiylcellulose acetate succinate; 
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hydroxypropyl methylcellulose phthalate; polymethacrylates; fetty adds; paraffin; waxes; 
mono-, di- and tri-glycerides of single or mixed fatty acids; cellulose acetate phthalates and 
aminoalkyl methacrylate copolymers, the coating containing up to 60% by weight, based on 
the total weight of the coating composition, of a white pigment and up to 20% by weight, 
5 based on the total weight of the coating composition, of a coloured pigment. 

The invention relates also to the preparation of the particulate compositions according to the 
invention, especially granules. 

Of major interest in the process is, especially, the grinding of the bleach catalyst or of the 
10 mixture of various bleach catalysts. Although the catalyst is already obtained in the finely 
crystalline state from synthesis, it is only fully active after grinding to the lower p range. 
Whether the catalyst is subjected to wet-grinding or to dry-grinding is of no importance. 

Irrespective of the nature of the grinding (wet/dry), the catalyst should preferably meet the 
15 following minimum requirements in terms of particle distribution: average particle size (X50) of 
< 2.5 pm. preferably in the range from 0.4 to 2.5 pm. 90% (X90) of the particles are < 7 pm, 
preferably < 5 pm. 

In principle there are suitable for wet grinding any wet grinding mills equipped with grinding 
20 bodies (glass, sand or similar) of a size less than 1 mm. preferably from 0.5 to 0.8 mm. The 
catalyst can be ground, as desired in a circulating or back-and-forth process, until the 
required particle size is obtained. Preferably, the catalyst is dispersed and ground together 
with a protective oolioid and/or wetting agent. Suitable protective colloids are non-foaming 
adjuvants which are provided later during the granulating process. Polymers, dispersing 
25 agents, and optionally also non-ionic surfectants are preferred. The ratio of catalyst to 
protective colloid should be in the range from 50:1 to 1:10. 

The grinding slurry can be further used in the subsequent granulating process directly or, if 
necessary can, for example, be dried in vacuo in a chamber or a paddle dryer or beatable 
30 kneader and used in the granulatton subsequently. 

To achieve the desired grinding effect with dry grinding it is necessary to use. for example, 
mills having a large energy input, such as, for example, a ZM100 laboratory milt (Retsch) or 
the AFG fluidised-bed opposediet mill (Hosokawa-Alpine). 
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It is more advantageous when the catalyst is cooled before being introduced into the mill, for 
example using liquid nitrogen, so as to increase its britUeness. It has also proved 
advantageous to add an adjuvant, such as, for example, alkali metal and/or alkaline earth 
5 metal sulfates, to the material being ground, thereby enhandng the grinding effect. 

The granules according to the invention can be prepared by various granulation methods. To 
obtain a stable, dosed matrix, the sintering component must, in one step of the granulation 
process, be melted or at least converted into a plastic state. Methods suitable for that 
purpose are, in prindple, compacting, extrusion, melt extrusion, melt pelleting, granulation in 
10 an intensive mbcer, fluidised bed granulation and fluid spray dryers. 

Generally, forming processes in which the matrix is exposed to high pressure during 
manufacture so that induded gases (air) are able to escape and the matrix formed is as 
highly compressed as possible are prefen-ed. When a thermally sensitive catalyst is used. 
15 methods are employed that do not, or that only briefly, subject the granules to thennal stress, 
in a prefened procedure, the solid components (induding meltable/themioplastic binder) are 
mixed together and then 

a) melted in the granulator with the action of pressure and/or temperature (melt extrusion, 
compacting, fluidised bed granulation, melt pelleting); 
20 b) continuously sprayed with water and agglomerated in the granulator (intensive mixer, 
fluidised bed granulation); 

c) mixed together with water and aggtomerated in a mixer/kneader and subsequently 
formed into particles under pressure (extrusion); 

d) dissolved/suspended as a whole in water and fed into the granulator for simultaneous 
25 drying and agglomeration (flukiised bed granulation, fluid spray dryers), 

the desired granules being fbnmed. 

Alternatively, in the case of process variant b), a portion of the binder, either in the molten 
state or in the fonn of a solution in water, can be sprayed onto the dry mixture in the 
30 granulator to initiate granulation. 



The prepared granules are, if necessary, made round in a rounder (spheronizer) in order to 
remove any sharp, friable edges, and ttien dried (when aqueous methods are used). 
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It has also been shown that in the case of methods in which the granules are obtained by 
mechanical stress (crushing), thermal stabilisation leads to a considerable improvement in 
storage stability. The stabilisation is carried out by heating the granules to a temperature of 
from 3 to S^'C above the solidification point of the meltable binder, but in any event at T < Ts 
5 (Ts = melting temperature of the binder). The stabilisation can be carried out equally well in a 
temperature-controlled chamber or a fluidised k>ed/fluld bed. 

If coating of the granules is desired, there are several methods available. If the coating 
composition is meltable, then preferably it can be applied to the granules in a mechanical 
1 0 (plowshare) mixer or in a gas flow-generated fluidised bed. 

Coating compositions dissolved in water are preferably applied to the granules in a fluidised 
bed, with water simultaneously being removed to prohibit agglomeration of the granules. 

1 5 Preferably, the particulate compositions according to the invention are used together with 
peroxy compounds. Examples that may be mentioned in that regard include the following 

uses: 

a) the bleaching of stains or of soiling on textile material in the context of a washing process; 

b) the prevention of redeposition of migrating dyes during the washing of textile material; 
20 c) the cleaning of hard surfaces, espedally wall or floor tiles, for example to remove stains 

that have formed as a result of the action of moulds ("mould stains") ; 

d) use In washing and cleaning compositions having an antibacterial action; 

e) as pretreatment agents for t>leachtng textiles. 

25 Preference is given to bleaching stairts or soiling on textile material, the prevention of 

redeposition of migrating dyes in the context of a washing process, or the cleaning of hard 
surfaces, especially wall or floor tiles. 

The prefenred transition metals In the bleach catalyst of the particulate compositions 
30 according to the invention are in that case manganese and/or iron. 

The particulate compositions according to the invention are likewise used as catalysts for 
oxidation reactions with molecular oxygen and/or air. 
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Methods of preventing the redeposition of migrating dyes in a washing liquor are generally 
carried out by adding to the washing liquor, which comprises a peroxide-containing washing 
composition, the amount of particulate composition according to the invention required to 
give a metal complex concentration of from 0.1 to 200 mg per litre of washing liquor. 
5 preferably from 0.1 to 75 mg per litre of washing liquor, especially from 0.1 to 50 mg per litre 
of washing liquor. Altematively, a washing composition that already comprises at least one 
metal complex compound can be added. 

The present invention relates furthermore to a combined method of preventing the 
10 redeposition of migrating dyes and simultaneously bleaching stains or soiling on textile 
material. The particulate compositions according to the invention are likewise used for that 
purpose. 

The present invention relates also to a washing, cleaning, disinfecting or bleaching 
1 5 composition containing 

I) from 0 to 50% by weight, preferably from 0 to 30% by weight. A) of at least one anionic 
surfactant and/or B) of at least one non-ionic surfactant, 

II) from 0 to 70% by weight, preferably from 0 to 50% by weight, C) of at least one builder 
substance, 

20 III) from 1 to 99% by weight preferably from 1 to 50% by weight, D) of at least one peroxide 
or at least one peroxkJe^onning substance, 

IV) (E) a particulate composition according to the invention Z, Zi, Z2, Za, £1 and/or in an 
amount that gives a metal complex concenti-ation in the liquor of from 0.05 to 50 mg/l of 
liquor, preferably from 0.05 to 30 mg/l of liquor, when fn^m 0.5 to 20 g/l of the washing, 

25 cleaning, disinfecting or bleaching composition are added to tiie liquor, and 

V) water to 100% by weight 

The present invention relates furthermore to a peroxide^e and/or "peroxide-forming 
substance"-free washing, cleaning, disinfecting or bleaching composition containing 
30 I) from 0 to 50% by weight preferably from 0 to 30% by weight, A) of at least one anionic 

surfectant and/or B) of at least one non-tonic surfactant 
II) from 0 to 70% by we^ht pr^eraUy from 0 to 50% by weight C) of at least one builder 

substance. 
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III) (E) a particulate composition according to the invention Z, Zi. Zi, £i or Siy in an amount 
that gives a metal complex concentration in the liquor of from 0.05 to 100 mg/l of liquor, 
preferably from 0.05 to 50 mg/l of liquor, when from 0.5 to 20 g/l of the washing, 
cleaning, disinfecting or bleaching composition are added to the liquor, and 
5 IV) water to 100% by weight. 

The above percentages are in each case percentages by weight, based on the total weight of 
the composition. 

1 0 When the compositions according to the invention comprise a component A) and/or B), the 
amount thereof is preferably from 1 to 50% by weight, espedally from 1 to 30%, by weight, 
based on the total weight of the washing composition. 

The anionic sur^ctant A) can be, for example, a sulfate, sulfonate or carboxylate surfactant 
15 or a mixture thereof. Preferred sulfates are those having from 12 to 22 carbon atoms in the 
alkyi radical, optionally in combination with alkylethoxysulfates having from 10 to 20 carbon 
atoms in the alkyI radical. 

Preferred sulfonates are, for example, alkylbenzenesulfonates having from 9 to 15 cartx>n 
20 atoms in the alkyI radical. The cation in the anionk: surfactants is preferably an alkali metal 
catkm, espedally sodium. 

Preferred carboxyiates are alkali metal sarcx>sinates of fonnula Rs(rCO-N(R5i)-CH2CCX)M'i, 
wherein 

25 Reo is alkyi or alkenyt having from 8 to 1 8 cart)on atoms in the alkyi or aikenyl radical. 
R51 is Ci-C4alkyl arKj 
M*) is an alkali metal. 

The non-k>ntc surfactant B) may t>e, for example, a primary or secondary alcohol ethoxylate, 
especially a Cs-Czo aliphatic alcohol ethoxylated with an average of from 1 to 20 mot of 
30 ethylene oxide per alcohol group. 

Preference is given to primary and secondary Ci(rCi5 aliphatk: alcohols ethoxylated with an 
average of from 1 to 10 mol of ethylene oxide per alcohol group. 
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Non-ethoxylated non-ionic surfactants^ for example alkylpolyglycosides, glycerol nrK)noethers 
and polyhydroxyamides (glucamide), may likewise be used. 

When the compositions according to the invention contain a component C). the amount 
5 thereof is preferably from 1 to 70% by weight, and especially from 1 to 50% by weight, based 
on the total weight of the washing composition. Special preference is given to an amount of 
from 5 to 50% by weight and more espedally an amount of from 10 to 50% by weight. 

As builder substance C) there come into consideration, for example, alkali metal phosphates. 
10 especially tripolyphosphates, carbonates and hydrogen carbonates, especially their sodium 
salts, silicates, aluminum silicates, polycartx)xylates. polycarboxytic acids, organic 
phosphonates, aminoalkylenepoly(alkylenephosphonate(s)) and mixtures of such 
compounds. 

1 5 Silicates that are espedally suitable are sodium salts of crystalline layered silicates of the 
fonmula NaHSit02Hi.pH20 or Na2Si|02i^i.pH20 wherein t is a number from 1 ,9 to 4 and p is 
a number from 0 to 20. 

Among the aluminum silicates, preference is given to those commercially available under 
20 the names zeolite A, B, X and HS, and also to mixtures comprising two or more such 
components. 

Among the polycarboxylates. preference is given to polyhydroxycarboxylates, especially 
citrates, and acryfates, and also to copolymers thereof with maleic anhydride. Preferred 
25 polycarboxylic acids are nitrilotriacetic add. ethyler)ediaminetetraacetic acid and ethylene- 
diamine disucdnate either in racemic fomn or in the enantiomerically pure (S.S) fomi. 

Phosphonates or aminoalkylenepoly(alkylenephosphonate(s)) that are espedally suitable are 
alkali metal salts of 1 -hydroxyethane-1 ,1-diphosphonic add. nitrilotris(methylenephosphonic 
30 add), ethylenedtaminetetramethylenephosphonic add and diethylenetriaminepenta- 
methylenephosphonic add. 
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As peroxide component D) there come into corisideration, for example, the organic and 
inorganic peroxides known in the literature and obtainable commercially that bleach textile 
materials at conventional washing temperatures, for example at from 10 to 95X. 

5 • The organic peroxides are. for example, mono- or poly-peroxides, especially organic 
peracids or salts thereof, such as phthalimidoperoxycaproic add, peroxyt>enzoic acid, 
diperoxydodecanoic diacid, diperoxynonanoic diacid, diperoxydecanoic diacid, 
diperoxyphthalic acid or salts thereof. 

10 Preferably, however, Inorganic peroxides are used, for example persulfates, perborates, 
percart>onates and/or persilicates. It will be understood that mixtures of Inorganic and/or 
organic peroxides can also be used. The peroxides may t>e in a variety of crystalline forms 
and have different water contents, and they may also be used together with other inorganic 
or organic compounds in order to improve their storage stability. 

15 

The peroxides are added to the composition preferably by mixing the components, for 
example using a screw metering system and/or a fluidised t>ed mixer. 

The compositions may comprise, in addition to the combination according to the invention, 
20 one or more optical brighteners. for example from the classes bis-triazinylamino- 
stilbenedisulfonicadd, bis-triazolyl-stllbenedlsulfonic add, bis-styryt-biphenyl orbts- 
benzofuranylbiphenyl, a bis-benzoxalyl derivative, bis-benztmidazolyl derivative or coumarin 
derivative or a pyrazoline derivative. 

25 The compositions may furthermore comprise dirt-suspending agents, for example sodium 
carboxymethylcellulose; pH regulators, for example alkali metal or alkaline earth metal 
silicates; foam regulators, for example soap; salts for adjusting the spray drying and the 
granulating properties, for example sodium sulfate; fragrances; antistatic agents; fabric 
conditioners; enzymes, such as amylase, protease, cellulase and lipase; further bleaching 

30 agents; pigments; and/or toning agents. These constituents should espedally be stable to 
the bleaching agent employed. 
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In order to enhance the bleaching action, the compositions may, in addition to comprising the 
catalysts described herein, also comprise photocatalysts the action.of which is based on the 
generation of singlet oxygen. 

5 In addition to the particulate compositions according to the invention, further transition metal 
salts or complexes known as bleach-activating active ingredients and/or conventional bleach 
activators, that is to say, compounds that under perhydrolysis conditions yield unsubstituted 
or sut)stituted pert>enzoic and/or peroxocarboxylic acids having from 1 to 10 cart>on atoms, 
especially from 2 to 4 carbon atoms, may be used. The customary bleach activators 

1 0 mentioned at the outset that have O- and/or N-acyt groups with the mentioned number of 
cartx>n atoms and/or unsubstituted or substituted benzoyl groups are suitable. Preference is 
given to polyacylated alkylenediamines, especially tetraacetylethylenediamine (TAED), 
acylated glycolurils, especially tetraacetylglycoluril (TAGU), N,N-diacetyl-N.N-dimethylurea 
(DDU), acylated triazine derivatives, especially 1,5-diacetyl-2,4-dioxohexahydro-1,3,5- 

1 5 triazine (DAOHT), compounds of formula (8): 




(8) 



wherein 

R52 is a sulfonate group, a cart>oxylic acid group or a carboxylate group and 
20 Rs3 is linear or branched C7-Cisalkyl. 

Special activators are known under the names SNOBS. SLOBS and DOBA. acylated 
potyhydric alcohols, espectaRy triacetin» ethylene glycol diacetate and 2.5-diacetoxy-2,5- 
dihydrofuran and also acetylated sorit>itol and mannitoi and acylated sugar derivatives, 
25 especially pentaaoetylglucose (PAG), sucrose polyacetate (SUPA), pentaacetytfructose, 
tetraacetylxyk>se and octaacetyllactose as well as acetylated, optionally N-alkylated 
glucamine and gluoonolactone. ComtM'nations of conventional bleach activators, known from 
German Patent Application DE-Ar44 43 177 can also be used. 

30 There also come into consideration, as bleach activators, nitrile compounds that fonm 
periminic acids with peroxides. 
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Further preferred additives to the compositions according to the invention are polymers 
which, during the washing of textiles, prevent stainir^ caused by dyes in the washing liquor 
that have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 

5 Such polymers are preferably polyvinylpynrolidones, polyvinylimidazoles. copolymers of 
vinylpyrrolidones and vinylimldazoles, polybetaines or polyvinylpyridine N-oxides, which may 
have been modified by the incorporation of anionic or cationic substituents, especially those 
having a molecular weight in the range of from 5000 to 60 000, more espedally from 1 0 000 
to 50 000. Such polymers are preferably used in an amount of from 0.05 to 5% by weight, 
10 espedally from 0.02 to 1 .7% by weight, based on ttie total weight of ttie washing 
composition. • 

Furtiienmore, the washing composition may optionally also comprise enzymes. Enzymes 
can t>e added for the purpose of stain removal. The enzymes usually improve the action on 

15 stains caused by protein or starch, such as, for example, blood, milk, grass or fruit juices. 
Preferred enzymes are cellulases and proteases, especially proteases. Cellulases are 
enzymes that react with cellulose and its derivatives and hydrolyse them to fomi glucose, 
cellobiose and cellooligosaccharides. Cellulases remove dirt and. in addition, have the 
effect of enhancing the soft handle of the fabric. 

20 Examples of customary enzymes include, but are by no means limited to. the following: 
proteases as described in US-B-6 242 405, column 14. lines 21 to 32; 
lipases as described in US-B-6 242 405, column 14. lines 33 to 46; 
amylases as described in US-B-6 242 405, column 14, lines 47 to 56; and 
cellulases as described in US-B-6 242 405. column 14, lines 57 to 64. 

25 

The enzymes, when used, may be present in a total amount of from 0.01 to 5% by weight, 
espedally from 0.05 to 5% by weight and more especially from 0.1 to 4% by weight, t>ased 
on the total weight of the washing composition fonmulation. 

30 The present inventton relates furthennrK>re to a preferred washing, cleaning, disinfecting or 
bleaching composition containing 

I) from 1 to 30% by weight A) of at least one anbntc surfactant from the group of the 
sulfate surfactants having from 12 to 22 cart>on atoms in the alkyi radical, optionally in 
combination with alkylethoxysulfates containing from 10 to 20 cartx>n atoms in the alkyt 
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radical. and/or of the alkylbenzenesulfbnates having from 9 to 15 cart)on atoms in the 
alkyi radical and/or of the alkali metal sarcosinates of fomnula 
R5(rCO-N(R5i)-CH2COOM'i, wherein 

Rso is alkyI or alkenyl having from 8 to 18 cartx>n atoms in the alkyI or alkenyl radical. 
5 R51 is Ci-C4alkyl and 

M*! is an alkali metal 

and/or of at least one non-ionic surfactant from the group of the condensation products 
of from 3 to 8 mol of ethylene oxide with 1 mol of primary alcohol containing from 9 to 1 5 
cartx)n atoms, 

10 II) from 1 0 to 60% by weight C) of at least one builder from the group of the alkali metal 
phosphates; cartx>nates; hydrogen cartx)nates: silicates; aluminium silicates; 
polycart)oxylates; polycartx>xylic acids; organic phosphonates and 
aminoalkylenepoly(alkylene)phosphonates, 

III) from 1 to 99% by weight, preferably from 1 to 50% by weight, D) of at least one 

15 peroxide or at least one peroxide-forming substance from the group of the mono- or 

poly-peroxides; phthalimidoperoxycaproic acid; peroxybenzoic acid; diperoxy- 
dodecanoic diadd; diperoxynonanoic diadd; diperoxydecanolc diadd; diperoxyphthalic 
add or salts thereof, persulfates; perborates; percarbonates and persilicates, 

IV) (E) a particulate composition according to the invention Z. Zi» Zz, Z3. Q and/or Qi in an 
20 amount that gives a metal complex concentration in the lk|uor of from 0.05 to 1 00 mg/l of 

liquor, preferably from 0.05 to 50 mg/l of liquor, more preferably firom 0.05 to 30 mg/l of 
liquor when from 0.5 to 20 g/l of the washing, deaning, disinfecting or bleaching 
composition are added to the liquor, and 

V) water to 100% by weight 

25 

The present invention relates furthermore to a peroxide-free and/or "peroxide-forming 
substances-free washing, deaning, disinfecting or bleaching composition containing 
1) from 1 to 30% by weight A) of at least one anionic surfactant from the group of the 

sulfate surfactants having from 12 to 22 cart>on atoms in the alkyI radical, optionally in 
30 combination with alkylethoxysulfates containing from 10 to 20 carbon atoms in the alkyI 

radical, and/or of the alkylbenzenesulfbnates having from 9 to 15 carbon atoms in the 

alkyI radk:al and/or of the alkali metal sarcosinates of formula 

R5o<»-N(R5i>CH2COOM*i, wherein 

Rso is alkyI or alkenyl having from 8 to 18 carbon atoms in the alkyI or alkenyl radical, 
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R51 is Ci-C4allcyl and 
M*! is an alkali metal 

and/or of at least one non-ionic surfactant from the group of the condensation products 
of from 3 to 8 mol of ethylene oxide with 1 mol of primary alcohol containing from 9 to 1 5 
5 carbon atoms. 

II) from 1 0 to 50% by weight C) of at least one builder from the group of the alkali metal 
phosphates; carbonates; hydrogen cart>onates; silicates; aluminium silicates; 
polycart>oxylates; pdycarboxylic acids; organic phosphonates and aminoaikylene- 
poly(alkylene)phosphonates, 

10 III) (E) a particulate composition according to the invention Z. Zi, Z2, Z3. CI and/or Sl^ in an 
amount that gives a metal complex concentration in the liquor of from 0.05 to 100 mg/l of 
liquor, preferably from 0.05 to 50 mg/l of liquor, more preferably from 0.05 to 30 mg/l of 
liquor when from 0.5 to 20 g/l of the washing, cleaning, disinfecting or bleaching 
composition are added to the liquor, and 

15 IV) waterto 100% by weight. 

Conresponding washing, cleaning, disinfecting or bleaching processes are usually carried out 
by using an aqueous liquor containing a peroxide and an amount of the particulate 
composition according to the invention suffkdent to give a metal complex concentration of 
20 from 0.05 to 200 mg/l of liquor. The liquor preferably contains from 0.05 to 30 mg of metal 
complex per litre of liquor. 

The formulations according to the invention may also, depending on the composition of the 
granules according to the invention, be used as such or as additives in other formulations or 
25 in combination witii another formulation. 

Preferably, the formulations according to the invention are used in a washing composition or 
in a washing composition additive, such as, for example, in a pretreatment and/or 
aftertreatment composition, in a stain-removing salt, in a washing-power enhancer, in a fabric 
30 softener, in a bleaching agent or in a UV-protection enhancer. 

The formulations acoorcfing to the invention are used especially in the form of additives in a 
washing composition fonmulation. Such a washing composition formulation may be in solid, 
liquid, geNike or paste-like form, for example in the fonm of a liquid non-aqueous washing 
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oomposrtion containing not more than 5% by weight, preferably from 0 to 1 % by weight, 
water and may be based on a suspension of a builder substance in a non-ionic surfactant, for 
example as described In GB-A-2 1 58 454. 

5 The formulations according to the invention may also be in the fomri of powders, 

(super)compact powders, in the form of single-layer or multi-layer tablets (tabs), in the form 
of washing composition bars, washing composition blocks, washing composition sheets, 
washing composition pastes, washing composition gels, or in the form of powders, pastes, 
gels or liquids that are used in capsules or in pouches (sachets). 

10 

Preferably, however, the washing compositions are in the form of non-aqueous formulations, 
powders, tabs or granules. 

The washing compositions can be prepared, for example, by first preparing an initial powder 
15 by spray-drying an aqueous suspension comprising all the components listed above except 
for components D) and E), and then adding the dry components D) and E) and mixing 
everything together. It is also possible to add component E) to an aqueous suspension 
containing components A), B) and C), then carry out spray-drying, and subsequently mix 
component D) with the dry mass. 
20 It is also possible to start with an aqueous suspension that comprises components A) and C) 
but none or only some of component B). The suspension is spray-dried, and then component 
E) is mixed with component B) and added, and subsequently component D) is admixed in 
the dry state. 

25 it is also possible to mix all the components together in the dry state. 

The washing composition fbmiulation is especially so fonnulated that the washing liquor 
during the aqueous washing phase always has a pH value of approximately from 6.5 to 1 1 , 
preferably from 7.5 to 1 1 . 

30 

The washing operations are usually carried out in a washing machine. 



There are various types of washing machine, for example 
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- toploader washing machines having a vertical axis of rotatton, which generally use 
from 45 to 83 litres of water and have a wash cyde of from 10 to 60 minutes at 
temperature of from 10 to SOX. Washing machines of that type are encountered 
especially in the USA. 

5 - frontloader washing machines having a horizontal axis of rotation, which generally 
use from 8 to 15 litres of water and have a wash cyde of from 10 to 60 minutes at 
temperatures of from 30 to 95X. Washing machines of that type are encountered 
especially in Europe. 

- toploader washing machines having a vertical axis of rotation, which generally have a 
1 0 water capacity of from 26 to 52 litres and a wash cyde of from 8 to 1 5 minutes at 

temperatures of from 5 to 25X. Washing machines of that type are encountered 
especially in Japan. 

The liquor ratio is preferably from 1 :4 to 1 :40. especially from 1 :4 to 1:15, more espedally 
15 from 1 :4 to 1 :10, and espedally preferably from 1 :5 to 1 :9. 

In addition, the particulate compositions according to the invention surprisingly have a 
distinctly improved bleach-catalysing action on coloured stains on, for example, wall tiles or 
floor tiles. 

20 

The use of the particulate compositions according to the invention as catalysts for reactions 
with peroxy compounds in deaning solutions for hard surfaces, espedally for wall tiles or 
floor tiles, is therefore of particular interest. 

25 In addition, the particulate compositions according to the invention together with peroxy 
compounds exhibit excellent antibacterial action. The use thereof to destroy bacteria or 
protect against attack by bacteria is therefore also of interest. 

The following Examples serve to illustrate the invention but do not limit the invention thereto. 
30 Parts and percentages relate to weight, unless othenvise indicated. In the following 
Examples, the bleach catalyst of formula (2a) 
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is used. 

Examotes: 

5 Grinding of the catalysts 
Example 1: 

500 g of a dispersing agent (condensation product of naphthalenesulfonic acid with 
formaldehyde) are dissolved in 3000 g of deionised water, and then 650 g of catalyst having 
the structure (2a) are suspended in the solution. The suspension is then subjected to a 
10 circulating grinding operation in a Dyno milL The glass beads used have a diameter of 

0.8 mm. With a throughput of 0.2 l/min, the grinding operation is complete after 20 minutes. 
The particle size is dso = 1 .45 pm and dgo = 4.9 \im. 

The ground material can be used in the granulating procedure in question either directly or 
15 after drying to a residual water content of < 5% in a vacuum cabinet or paddle dryer. 
The dried ground material contairis 56.5% by weight of catalyst and 43.5% by weight of 
dispersing agent 

Example 2: 

20 600 g of catalyst having the structure (2a) are mixed in a tumbler mixer with 600 g of 
powdered CaS04. The mixture is fed together with finely crushed dry ice into a ZM100 
laboratory mill (Retsch) where It is ground twice using a 200 pm sieve and in the third pass is 
ground using an 80 pm sieve. After the third pass, a ground material having a particle size 
dso - 2.3 pm and dgo = 5.7 pm is obtained. 

25 The ground material is used in the granulation procedure. 
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Example 3: 

1 100 g of polyethylene glycol 8000 are dissolved in 4500 g of delonised water and then 
600 g of catalyst of fomiuia (2a) are suspended in the solution. The suspension is then 
subjected to a circulating grinding operation in a Dyno mill. The glass beads used have a 
5 diameter of 0.6 mm. With a throughput of 0.2 l/min. the grinding operation is complete after 
120 minutes. The particle size is dso = 0 75 pm and dgo = 3.2 pm. 

The ground material can be used in the granulating procedure in question either directly or 
after drying to a residual water content of < 5%. The dried ground material contains 35.3% by 
10 weight of catalyst and 64.7% by weight of polyethylene glycol 8000. 

Examole 4: 

5000 g of catalyst of formula (2a) are fed continuously into a fluidised-bed opposed-jet mill 
(100AFG, Hosokawa-Alpine) operated continuously under nitrogen. With a throughput of 
15 2.9 kg/h and a jet pressure of 7 bar, grinding is complete after 100 minutes. The ground 
material has a particle size of da = 1 3 pm and 6go = 5.5 pm. 

The catalyst ground in that manner is formed into granules after the addition of further 
formulation components. 

20 Example 5: 

350 g of catalyst of formula (2a) are mixed in a tumbler mixer with 700 g of powdered Ti02 
(particle size dso = 0.8 pm, dgo = 2.1 pm ). The mixture is fed together with finely crushed dry 
ice into a ZM100 laboratory mill (Retsch) where it is ground twice using a 200 pm sieve and 
in the third pass is ground using an 80 pm sieve. After the third pass, a ground material 
25 having a particle size of dso = 2.5 pm and Xgo = 6.5 pm is obtained. 

The ground material is granulated with admixture of further fonmulation components. 

Granulation 
Examples 
30 1 6.7 g of a mixture consisting of 

61 .8% by weight cellulose fibres (approximately 300 pm In size). 
1 0.0% by weight Na2S04. 

15.2% by weight of a water-soluble, nornonic sur^K^tant having a melting pqint of 37*^0 and 
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1 3% by weight of ground catalyst material from Example 2) (compound of formula (2a) 
together with CaS04) 

are triturated well for 2 minutes in a porcelain mortar and then additionally homogenised in a 
laboratory mixer for 30 seconds. 
5 4.0 g of the homogenised mixture are introduced into a hydraulic press (Perkln-Elmer), 

deaerated by vacuum, and then compressed by a ten-tonne pressure to form 45 mm tablets. 
The tablets are broken into small fragments manually or using a knife. The fragments are 
pressed through a 1 mm metal sieve and the resulting fines are removed using a 0.63 mm 
sieve. 

1 0 For the purpose of stabilisation, the material having the desired particle size is subject to a 
temperature of 60X for 2 hours in a wanning cabinet. 

In accordance with the procedure in Example 6, in the following Examples granules with the 
compositions listed in Table 1 are prepared: 

15 

Table 1 



Ex. 


Salt and filler 
r% by weiahtl 


Adjuvant/ 
binder 
r% bv weiahtl 


Catalvst 
(amount of 

around 
material, drv) 
r% bv weiahtl 


Grindina 
of the cat. 
accordina 
to Ex. 


Stabili- 
sation 
at 60X 


7 


60% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 


16% PEG 2000 


24% 


2) 


yes 


8 


65% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 


19% non-ionic 

surfactant 
ethoxylated (25 
EO) linear CtfiCia 
latty alcohol. 
HLB =15 


16% 


2) 


yes 


9 


58% cellulose fibres 
(c. 60 pm in size) 
12%CaS04 


24% PEG 2000 


6% 


4) 


yes 


10 


45% cellulose fibres 
(c. 60 pm in size) 
20% Na2S04 


20% non-ionic 

surfactant 
ethoxylated ( 25 
EO) linear CisCis 
fatty alcohol. 
HLB =15 


15% 


4) 


no 
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Ex. 


Salt and filler 
r%bvweiaht1 


Adiuvant/ 
binder 
r%bvweiaht1 


Catalvst 
(amount of 

around 
material, drv) 
r%bvweiahtl 


Grindina 
of the cat. 
accordino 
to Ex. 


Stablli- 
sation 

ateox 


11 


52% dispersing agent 
CC condensation 
product of naphtha- 
lenesulfonic acid with 
fonmakJehyde 
20% CaCOa 


18% PEG 2000 


10% 


4) 


yes 


12 


64% condensation 
product of naphtha- 
lenesulfonic add with 
formaldehyde 


16% non-ionic 

surfactant 
ethoxylated ( 25 
EO) linear CieCia 
fatty alcohol, 
HLB =15 


20% 


2) 


yes 


13 


31% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
20% CaCOa 


22% PEG 8000 


27% 


5) 


no 


14 


53% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm In size) 
8% Na2S04 


5% PEG 8000 


34% 


3) 


yes 


15 


52% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
15%CaS04 


19% ethylene 
oxide/ 
propylene oxide 
block copolymer, 
MW=:4800 


14% 


2) 


no 


16 


62% CaCOa 


18% PEG 8000 


20% 


2) 


no 


17 


67% CaS04 


10.3% PEG 8000 


22.7% 


3) 


ves 


18 


31%CaS04 
19.5% condensation 
product of naphtha- 
lenesulfonic add with 

formaldehyde 


23% PEG 8000 


26.5% 


1) 


yes 


19 


10% CaS04, 
o\ To uauUa 
26.4% condensation 
product of naphtha- 
lenesulfonic add with 
fonmaldehyde 


22% PEG 8000 


10.6% 


1) 


yes 


20 


10%CaSO4 
31% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
23.3% condensation 
product of naphtha- 
lenesulfonic add with 
fomialdehyde 


18% PEG 8000 


17.7% 


1) 


yes 
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Ex. 


Salt and filler 
l%bvweiahtl 


Adiuvant/ 
binder 
r%bvweiahtl 


Catalyst 
(amount of 

around 
material, drv) 


Grindino 
of the cat 
accordinq 
to Ex. 


Stabili- 
sation 
at60*C 




r% bv welahtl 




21 


15% CaS04 
31% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
22%CaCOa 


20% PEG 8000 


12% 


4) 


yes 


22 


11%CaS04 
31% celiulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 


19% PEG 8000 


39% 


5) 


yes 


23 


53% celliilr>^ fihrM 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
12% CaS04 


o.r 70 non'ionic 
surfactant (mixture 

of glycerol 
monostearate with 

polyoxyethylene 
stearate). HLB =11 


OQ 00/ 


3) 


yes 


24 


59 2% cellulose fihn»Q 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
15%Na2S04 


d.uto nonHonic 
surfactant (mixture 

of glycerol 
monostearate with 

polyoxyethylene 
stearate). HLB =11 


19.o% 


3) 


no 


25 


43.1% condensation 
product of naphtha- 
lenesulfonlc acid with 
fonmaldehyde 
9% CaCOa 


8.3% non-ionic 
surfactant (mixture 

of glycerol 
monostearate with 

polyoxyethylene 
stearate). HLB =11 


39.6% 


3) 




26 


46% cellulose fibres 
(c. 300 pm in size) 
18%CaS04 


7.7% non-ionic 

surfectant 
ethoxylated ( 25 
EO) linear CisCis 
fiatty alcohol. 
HLB = 15 


28.3% 


3) 


yes 



Example 27: 

1500 g of cellulose fibres (about 300 pm in size), 500 g of PEG 2000 and 500 g of the ground 
catalyst material from Example 2 are introduced Into a plowshare mixer: The components are 
mixed and homogenised in the mixer for 20 minutes, during which care is taken that the 
temperature of the material being mixed is always less than 35X. If necessary, the mixer is 
cooled. 

The mixed material is compressed Into large pellets using a roller compacter. The pellets are 
comminuted in a crushing and sieving machine (Frewitt) using a sieve having a mesh size of 
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1 mm. The material having the desired particle size (yield about 50%) in the size range from 
0.63 to 1 .0 mm Is separated off using a vibrating sieve. The coarse particles and the fines 
are fed to the compacter again. 

The material having the desired particle size is stabilised in a fluidised bed (STREA1 , 
5 Aeromatic, Bubendorf. Switzeriand) with an air inlet temperature of 50^*0 for 30 minutes. 

In accordance with the procedure in Example 27, also granules having the compositions 



listed in Table 2 were prepared: 



Table 2 


Ex, 


Salt and filler 
r% bv weiahtl 


Adjuvant/ 
binder 
r%bv weiahtl 


Catalvst 
(amount of 
around material, 
drv) r% bv weiahtl 


Grindina 
of cat. 

accordino 
to Ex. 


Stabili- 
sation 
at 


28 


12%CaS04 
5%CaC03 
50% condensation 
product of 
naphtha- 
ienesulfonic acid 
with formaldehyde 


22% PEG 8000 


11% 


4) 




29 


10% condensation 
product of 
naphtha- 
lenesulfonic add 
with fonmaldehyde 
20% CaS04 
37% cellulose 
fibres (c. 300 pm 
in size) 


14% PEG 8000 
7% non-ionic 
surfactant ethoxylated 
(25 EO) linear CieCiB 
fatty alcohol. HLB=15 


12% 


4) 


53"C/ 
60 min 



10 Example 30: 

1000 g of the granules prepared in Example 28 are introduced into a fluidised bed granutator 
(STREA1 , Aeromatic. Bubendorf, Switzeriand). With the introduction of wamn air (72X). the 
granules are slowly sprayed with a suspension of T1O2 in an aqueous solution of polyvinyl 
alcohol (PVA) (degree of saponification 83%, low-viscosity). In that manner a protective film 
15 consisting of polyvinyl alcohol and Ti02 is built up on the surface of the granules. During the 
procedure, it is necessary for the supply of PVA solution to be so controlled that granulation 
is not initiated. 

After approximately 90 minutes. 100 g of film (dry weight) have been applied to the granules. 
The finisfied granules are white and free-flowing. 



■ t 
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Example 31: 

439 g of powdered CaS04 and 122 g of the ground material from Example 2) (comprising 
catalyst of structure (2a)) are mixed together in a tumbler mixer. The homogenised mixture is 
5 introduced into a fluidised bed granulator (STREA1 . Aeromatic. Bubendorf, Switzertand). The 
pulverulent charge is sprayed with a 30% solution of PEG 8000 in water and granulated in 
the fluidised bed (inlet air temperature 80**C. outlet air temperature 43*^0). After 90 minutes 
the granulation is complete. The granules are then stabilised at SS^'C (product temperature) 
for 30 minutes in the fluidised bed. The particles are discharged from the apparatus and the 
10 fraction having the desired particle size of from 0.5 to 1 .2 mm is renrK>ved by sieving. The 
finished granules contain 8.8% by weight PEG 8000 as binder. 

In accordance with the procedure in Example 31. granules having the compositions listed in 
Table 3) are prepared: 



Table 3 


Ex. 


Salt and filler 
f%bYweiqMl 


Adjuvant/ 
[binder 
r%bvweiaht1 


Catalyst 
(amount of 
around material, 
drv) r% bv weiaht) 


Grindina of 

cat, 
accordina to 

Ex. 


Stabili- 
sation at 


32 


41.1% CaCOa 
40% malkxiextrin 


6.9% PEG 8000 


12% 


4) 


58"C/ 
SOmin 


33 


36% CaCOa 
42% CaS04 


11% PEG 8000 


11% 


4) 


58'C/ 
SOmin 



Example 34: 

295 g of powdered CaSO*. 125 g of powdered PEG 8000 and 50 g of catalyst of structure 
(2a), which has been ground In accordance with Example 2), are mixed together in a tumbler 
20 mixer. The homogenised mixture is introduced into a fluidised bed granulator (STREA1 , 
Aeromatic. Bubendorf, Switzerland) and the powdered material in the fluidised bed Is 
sprayed Onlet air temperature TD'C) with deiontsed water in order to begin to dissolve the 
binder (PEG 8000) and to agglomerate the powder. The granulation is complete after 40 
minutes. The fraction having the desired partide size of from 0.5 to 1 2 mm is removed from 
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the granulator outlet by sieving. The finished granules contain 25% by weight PEG 8000 as 
binder. 

Example 35: 

5 The following are dissolved or suspended in succession in 1000 ml of water in a glass 
beaker 

270 g of condensation product of naphthalenesulfonic acid with formaldehyde, 1 50 g of 
CaS04 and 150 g of the ground material from Example 3) (catalyst structure (2a)). The 
mixture is stirred until a homogeneous mixture is obtained. 900 g of the homogeneous slurry 
10 are dried in vacuo and then powdered. The dry material is introduced into the fluidised bed 
granulator as seeds. The slurry, which has not been dried, is diluted to a dry-material content 
of 30% and is sprayed as binder onto the charge in the fluidised bed. The granulation 
process is complete after 70 minutes. The granules are discharged and the material having 
the desired particle size in the range from 0.5 to 1 .2 mm is removed by sieving. 

15 

Example 36: 

3100 g of the ground material from Example 3 having a dry-material content of 27.4% are 
brought to a dry-material content of 40% by evaporation in vacuo. The concentrate is mixed 
in an intensiver mixer with 600 g of CaS04 and 1550 g of maize starch to fonm a 

20 homogeneous moist mass. The moist mass is formed into elongate particles using a 

perforated disc extruder (perforated disc having a dianrieter of 1 mm). The extrudates are 
broken up and spheronized in a rounder having a 1 mm perforated disc and then dried in a 
fluidised bed. The material having the desired particle size (0.63 to 1.2 mm) is removed using 
a vibrating sieve. The fraction having the desired particle size is 82%. The coarse fraction 

25 and fines fraction can be resuspended and extruded again. 

Example 37: 

600 g of the granules prepared in Example 36 are introduced into a fluidised bed granulator. 
With the introduction of warm air (75X), the granules are slowly heated and sprayed with a 
30 suspension of Ti02 and a green pigment (5% by weight in relation to Ti02) in an aqueous 
solution of refined low-viscosity sodium carboxymethyl cellulose. The protective film is built 
up on the surfece of the granules in the course of 75 minutes, and the granules are then 
dried, yielding slightly green firee4owtng granules in which the inherent colour of the catalyst 
is completely masked. 



wo 2004/104155 PCT/EP2004/050766 



-57- 



Example 38 

A mixture of 800 g of ground catalyst of structure 2a) (according to Example 4). 1600 g of 
TiOz. 800 g of CaS04. 4720 g of PEG 8000 and 80 g of solid green pigment is prepared in a 
5 plowshare mixer. The mixture is continuously fed Into a 44 mm twin-screw melt extruder The 
extmder has 4 temperature zones. In the first two zones, the binder (PEG 8000) is melted at 
65X and the entire formulation mass is kneaded In the molten state. In the following two 
zones. In which the temperature Is 50*C, solidification of the binder Is initiated, so that a 
presolidified product is pressed through the 1 mm apertures. The product forms stable 
1 0 strands, which cool down rapidly In a cooling bath at room temperature. The through- 

coloured strands are comminuted in a caishing and sieving machine (Frewitt) using a sieve 
having a mesh size of 1 mm. The material having the desired particle size (yield about 85%) 
in the size range from 0.63 to 1 .0 mm is separated off using a vibrating sieve. The oversize 
particles and fines can be returned to the extruder. 

15 

Example 39: 

The formulation and the procedure are identical to those In Example 38. except that the 
strands are precooled with cdd air at the extruder head and chopped off in the warn) state 
using a rotating blade. After chopping off in the wami state, the granules are cooled to room 
20 temperature (25''C) in an adjacent flukJised bed. 

Example 40: 

The procedure is as in Example 38). except that the formulation consists of 800 g of ground 
catalyst of structure (2a) (according to Example 4). 1600 g of TiOa, 3520 g of CaSO*. 2000 g 
25 of PEG 8000 and 80 g of solid blue pigment. 

Example 41: 

The fomnulation used is the same as that in Example 38. In the extruder, all 4 zones are at a 
temperature of 65X, so that the product leaves the extruder through a single 6 mm hole in a 
30 liquid molten state. The molten product is fed by way of a small buffer container to a pelleting 
machine (Rotofonm. Sandvik) to which a cooling belt is connected. 
The rotofonm head produces shapes from the melt, on the cooling belt, in the torn of 
through-<»loured, hemisperical particles having a diameter of approximately 1 mm, which 
can be removed very readily from the cooling belt. 
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Example 42: 

The formulation used is the same as that in Example 38; it is fully melted in a glass beaker at 
65**C and then, using a heated pipette, applied manually to a cooling sheet to form small 
pellets. The pellets are comparable in appearance to those in Example 41 . 

5 

Example 42a: 

960 g of CaCOa. 200 g of catalyst of structure 2a) (ground material from Example 4) and 
440 g of Ti02 are introduced into a plowshare mixer equipped with a double jacket and a 
lump breaker and heated at a temperature of 60'C for 60 minutes. The mixer (including the 
10 lump breaker) is then started, and 400 g of premelted (90X) PEG 8000 are fed into the 

mixer in the course of 30 seconds. The granulating process Is complete in 5 minutes and the 
finished granules are discharged into a fluidised bed equipped with a finger stirrer for cooling. 
The material having the desired particle size in the range from 0.5 to 1 .5 mm are removed 
fix>m the cooled granules by sieving. 



15 

Example 43 : Coated granules having the following composition: 





Component 


Amount (% by 
weight) 


Coating 


Blue pigment (V/ibracolor blue PBL R15-L, Ciba 
Specialty Chemicals) 


0.20 




TiOa 


11.57 




Mowiol (polyvinyl alcohol) 


0.87 




PEG 8000 


3.42 




Metolose (methylcellulose) 


3.94 








Uncoated 
granules 








CaS04 


25.69 




Maize starch 


20.74 




Artwcel Typ BE(X> (cellulose) 


14.40 




PEG 8000 


8.40 




Compound of formula 2(a), ground to a particle size of 
2Mm 


8.38 




Water 


2.4 
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Application Examples 

Example 44: Bleaching action of a catalyst formulatfon in washing compositions 
5 3.0 g of tea-stained cotton fabric (CFT. BC-1 ) are treated in 300 ml of washing liquor. The 
liquor contains a base washing composition in a concentration of 2 g/l and sodium 
percarbonate in a concentration of 3 g/l. The water hardness is 50 ppm CaCOa. The 
concentration of catalyst is 15 mg/l (i.e. 150 mg/l of a 10% formulation). The washing 
operation takes place in a steel beaker in a LINITEST apparatus for 15 minutes at 30**C. The 
10 washing operation is carried out a total of 3 times with the same tea stain. To evaluate the 
bleaching results, the increase In lightness OY of the stain (difference in lightness according 
to CIE) caused by the treatment is determined spectrophotometrically, in comparison with 
values without the addition of catalyst; see Table 4. 

15 Table 4 



Granules from Example 


DY increase 


Example 7 


6.4 


Example 12 


6.0 


Example 14 


6.9 


Example 22 


7.3 


Example 29 


8.1 


Example 31 


8.3 


Example 36 


9 


Example 39 


6.5 


Example 43 


8.3 



The Examples show the appreciable increase in lightness compared with the catalyst-free 
washing operation (DY=€). 
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Example 45: Storage stabili tv of a bleachiro aoent oomDrisina catalyst granules 
The bleachir>g agent contains 85.7% sodium percarbonate, 4.7% sodium dodecyfsulfate 
anionic surfactant (Merck, lab) and 4.7% Lutensol AT 50 nonnonic surfactant (BASF, 
powder) and 4.7% of catalyst granules. In a reference test. 0.5% active catalyst (in this 
5 Example of fonmula 2a), that is not in granular form, is used instead. 

20 ml of ammonium sulfate solution (saturated, with sediment) is introduced into a sealable 
250 ml glass flask. The bleaching agent is introduced into a 30 ml glass flask. The smaller 
glass flask is placed in the open state in the larger flask and the larger flask is sealed well. 

10 

The sealed flask is stored at 40'C for 7 or 14 days. The saturated ammonium sulfate solution 
in the flask causes a relative humidity of 80% in the flask. After storage, the flask is opened 
and assessed visually. In addition, the content of hydrogen peroxide in the bleaching agent is 
ascertained iodometricaily; see Table 5. 

15 

Table 5 



Granules from Example 


% active oxygen remaining 
after storage for 7 days 


% active oxygen remaining 
after storage for 14 days 


43 


84 


51 


Reference experiment with 
0.5% active catalyst of 
formula 2a 


14 


1 



The incorporation of the catalyst in a bleaching agent by way of granules according to the 
invention offers great advantages in terms of stability. 
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What is daimed is: 

1. A particulate oomposition containing 

(a) from 1 to 40% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
5 least one finely particulate bleach catalyst having an average particle size (Xso) of 

<35 pm; 

(b) from 0 to 65% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one alkali metal salt and/or alkaline earth metal salt and/or aluminium salt; 

(c) fix>m 5 to 90% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
10 least one water-solutHe binder having sealing properties; 

(d) from 0.05 to 12% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, 
water 

(e) from 0 to 70% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one water-soluble polymer and/or dispersing agent; 

15 (0 from 0 to 90% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one filler. 

(g) from 0 to 8% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
least one plastldzer; 

(h) from 0 to 50% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 
20 least one white pigment; 

(t) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 

least one water>soluble or water-dlspersible dye/pigment; 
(j) from 0 to 5% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 

least one anti-adherent and/or lubricant; 
25 (k) from 0 to 20% by weight, based on the total weight of the particulate composition, of at 

least one further additive selected from optical brighteners; suspending agents for dirt; 

pH regulators; foam regulators; salts for regulating the spray-drying and the granulating 

properties; fragrances; preservatives; wetting agents; dissolution accelerators; 

dislntegrants, such as powdered or fibrous cellulose; antistatic agents; fabric 
30 conditioners; enzymes; toning agents; non-ionic surfactants; and polymers which, during 

the washing of textiles, prevent staining caused by dyes in ttie washing liquor which 

have been released from the textiles under the washing conditions. 
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2. A particulate composition according to claim 1, wherein the finely particulate bleach 
catalyst has an average particle size (Xso) of from 0.01 to 10 pm. 

3. A particulate composition according to claim 1, wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of formula (1) 



each Ri, independently of the other, is hydrogen; Ci-Ci2alkyl unsubstituted or substituted by 
halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy. phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycarbonyl or mono- or di-Ci-C4alkyl- 
ated amino groups; C4-C8Cycloalkyl unsubstituted or substituted by Ci-C4alkyl or by 
Ci-C4aIkoxy; phenyl unsubstituted or substituted by Ci-C4alkyl. Ci-C4alkoxy. C2-C5- 
alkanoylamino. nitro, sutfoor mono- or di-Ci-C4alkylated amino groups; or naphthyl 
unsubstituted or substituted by Ct-C4alkyf. Ci-C4alkoxy. CrCsalkanoylamino, nitro, sulfo 
or mono- or di-Ci-C4alkylated amino groups; 

each R2, independently of the other(s). is hydrogen; hydroxy; CrCi2alkyl unsubstituted or 
substituted by hatogen, Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, carboxyl. C,-C4alkoxycarbonyl or by a 
mono- ordi-Ci-C4alkylated amino group; Ci-C»alkoxy unsubstituted or substituted by 
halogen. CrC4alkoxy, phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycarbonyl or by a mono- or dl-Ci-C4- 
alkylated amino group; halogen; N(Ci-C4alkyl)2 or NH(Ci-C4alkyl) in which at least one 
alkyl group may be substituted by hatogen, CrC4alkoxy. phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-CXialkoxy- 
carbonyl or by a mono- ordi-Ci-C4alkylated amino group; N®(Ci-C4alkyl)3 or 
NH®(CrC4alkyl)2 in which at least one alkyl group may be substituted by halogen, 
Ci-C4a!koxy, phenyl, carboxyl. Ci-C4aIkoxycarbonyl or by a mono-or dt-Ci-C4alkylated 
amino group; or a water-soluble group; 

Y is linear or branched alkylene of fomnula -[C(Ri)2]m, wherein m is a number from 1 to 8 
and each R| independently of the other(s), is as defined hereinbefore; 
-CX=CX-, wherein X is cyano, linear or branched Ci-Caalkyl or di(linear or branched 
Ci-C8alkyl)amino; -(CHjV^RHCHzV-. wherein R, is as defined hereinbefore and r Is 1 , 
2, 3 or 4; or a 1 ,2-cydohexylene or phenylene group of formula: 




(1). 



A 



wherein 
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wherein R is hydrogen, CH2OH, CH2NH2 or SO3M, wherein M is hydrogen, an all^li metal 
ion, ammonium or a cation that is fomDed from an amine, 
5 each q, independently of the other, is 0, 1 , 2 or 3; and 
A is an anion. 

4. A particulate composition according to claim 1. wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of formula (2) 



10 




wherein 

R3, R4, Rs, Rb. Ra. R4\ Rs , Re', R3", R*". Rs" and Re" are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; cyano; halogen; -SO3M; -SO2NH2; -SOaNHRr; -S02N(R7)2; -OR7: .COOR7; 
nitro; linear or branched Ci-CsalkyI; linear or branched partially fluorinated or 
15 perfluorinated Ci-CaalkyI; -NHRe; -NRaRe; -N^ReRgRw or linear or branched 
CrCsalkyl-Rio; 

M is hydrogen; an alkali metal cation; an alkaline earth metal cation; ammonium or an 

organic ammonium cation; 
R7 is hydrogen; or linear or branched Ci-C4alkyi; 
20 R,o is OR7; -COOR7; -NH2; -NHRa; -NReRg or -N^RaRaRtz; 
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Ra. R9 and Ri2 are the same or different and each is linear or branched Ci-Ci2alkyl; or Rs and 
R9 together with the nitrogen atom linldng them form a 5-, 6- or 7-fnembered ring that 
may contain further hetero atoms; 

R11, R11' and Rn" are each independently of the others hydrogen; linear or branched Ci-Cr 
5 aikyi or aryl, and 

Me is a transition metal. 

5. A particulate composition according to claim 1, wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of formula (3) 



10 




(3), wherein 



Ri3. Ri4. Ri5. R16. Ri7. R18. Ri9. R20. R2i> R22 and R23 are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CisalkyI; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
cyano; halogen; nitro; -COOR24; -SO3R24. 

wherein R24 is in each case hydrogen; a cation; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-Cib- 
15 alkyi or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 

-SR25; "SO2R25; •OR25t . 

wherein R2S is in each case hydrogen; or unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CiaalkyI; 
-NR26R2y; -(Ci-C6alkylene)-NR26R»; -N^zsRTzRae; -(Ci-CealkyleneVN^RzeRzzRas; 
-N(R25HCi-C6alkylene)-NR26R27; -N[(Ci-Cealkylene)-NR26R27]2: 
20 -NCRzsHCi-CealkyleneHJ^RasRjrRzs; -NKC,-C6alkytene)-N®R26R27R2B]2; 

-N(R25)-NR26R27: or -N(R25)-N^2bR27R28. 

wherein R26. R27 and Rzb are each independently of the others hydrogen; 

unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CisalkyI; or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
or wherein R26 and R27, together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form 
25 an unsubstituted or substituted 5-, 6- or 7-membered ring that may contain 

further hetero atoms. 
Me Is a transitk)n metal and 
A is an anion. 
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6. A particulate composition according to daim 1, wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of fonmula (4) 




wherein 
5 Q isNorCRas; 

^23, R30. Rai. R32> R33> R34> Ras. R36> R37 and R38 are each independently of the others 
hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CisalkyI; unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
cyano; halogen; nitro; -COORas; SOJ^, 

wherein R^ is in each case hydrogen; a cation; unsubstituted or substituted 
1 0 Ci-Cisallcyl or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 

-SR4oJ -SO2R40I -OR40. 

wherein R40 is in each case hydrogen; unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CiBallcyl or 
unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 
-NR41R42; -(Ci-C6alkylene)-NR4iR42; -N®R4,R42R43; -{C,-C6a!kylene)-N®R4iR42R43; 
15 -N(R4oHCi-C6alkylene>-NR4iR42; -N[(C,.C6alkylene)-NR4iR42l2; 

-N(R4oHCi-C6alkylene)-N^,R42R43; -Nt(Ci-C6alky!ene)-N®R4iR«R43]2; -N(R4o)-NR4iR«; 
or-N(R4o)-N®R4iR42R43. 

wherein R40 is as defined hereinbefore; and 

wherein R41, R42 and R43 are each independently of the others hydrogen; 
20 unsubstituted or substituted Ci-CiaalkyI or unsubstituted or substituted aryl; 

or R4t and R42. together with the nitrogen atom linking them, fonrn an 
unsubstituted or substituted 5-, &- or 7Hmembered ring that may contain 
further hetero atoms; 
Me is a transition metal and 
25 A is an anion. 

7. A particulate composition according to daim 1, wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of formula (1*) 



t • 
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V V 




I 

A 

■ 

wherein 

each R2, independently of the other(s), is hydroxy; Ci-C4alkyl unsubstituted or substituted by 
halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycarbonyl or by a mono or di- 
5 Ci-C4allcylated amino group; Ci-C4alkoxy unsubstituted or substituted by halogen. 

Ci-C4alkoxy, phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycarbonyl or by a mono- or di-Ci-C4alkylated 
amino group; halogen; N(Ci-C4alkyl)2 or NH(Ci-C4alkyl) In which at least one alkyl group 
may be substituted by halogen, Ci-C4alkoxy. phenyl, carboxyl, Ci-C4alkoxycarbonyl or 
by a nx)no- or di-Ci-C4alkylated amino group; or a water-soluble group; 
10 Y is linear or branched alkylene of formula -[C(Ri)2]m. wherein m is a number from 1 to 4 and 

each R|, independently of the other(s>, is as defined hereinbefore; 

-(CH2)rNRi-(CH2)r wherein R, is as defined hereinbefore and r is 1 or 2; or a 1.2- 

cydohexylene or phenylene group of fonmula: 



15 




wherein R is hydrogen, CH2OH, CH2NH2 or SO3M, wherein M is hydrogen, an alkali metal 
ion. ammonium or a cation that is formed from an amine, 
each q, independently of the other, is 0, 1 or 2; and 
20 A is F; CT; Br ; I"; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH"; BF4'; PFe" or carboxylate. 

8. A particulate composition according to claim 1, wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of fonnula (Z) 
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wherein Me is Mn or Fe, 

R3. R3' and Ra** are each independently of the others hydrogen; Ci-C4allcyl; Ci-C4alkoxy; 
hydroxy; nitro; NHRe; NReR? or -N®R5R6R7. wherein R5, Re and R7 are each independently of 
5 the others Ci-C4alkyi. 

9. A particulate composition according to claim 1 , wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of fomnula (3') 



10 wherein 

R18 is Ci-C4alkoxy; hydroxy; N-mono- or N,N<li-Ci-C4alkylamino substituted by hydroxy in 

the alkyi moiety; or an unsubstituted or Ci-C4alkyl-substituted pyrrolidine, piperidine, 

piperazine, morpholine or azepane ring, and 
Ri5 and R21 ar6 each independently of the other hydrogen; Ci-C4alkoxy; hydroxy; N-mono- or 
15 N,N-di-Ci-C4alkylamino substituted by hydroxy in the alkyI moiety; or an unsubstituted or 

Ci-C4alkyl-substituted pyrrolkiine. piperidine. piperazine, morpholine or azepane ring, 

and 

A is F; CT; Br; T; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH'; BF4'; PFe' or carboxylate. 



'18 




A 



20 10. A particulate compositk>n according to claim 1 . wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of formula (4'a) 
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(4'a) 



wherein 



^33 is -OH; 



f \ / \ / — \ / — \+,CH3 



CHj • 



/ \^.,CHjCHjOH / CH-CH-OH + 



CH3 CH, 



5 -NHCH,CH^(CH,), ; -NHCH,CH,N(CH3), ; -NtCHjCH,N(CH,),b ; -N[CH,CH,N(CH,y, ; 
— N[CHjCHjCHjN(CH3)2]j or — N[CHjCHjCHjN(CH3)jJ2 

1^31 and R*3s each independently of the other has the meanings given for or is hydrogen 
and 

A is F; CP; Br ; I ; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH'; BF4 ; PFe" or cart)Oxylate. 

10 

11. A particulate composition according to daim 1, wherein there is used as component (a) a 
bleach catalyst of fonmula (4'p) 




wherein 



15 FTa, is -OH; 



/ \ / \ /~\ / \+,CH3 
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-NHCH,CH3N(CH3)3 ; -NHCH,CHjN(CH,), ; -NICHjCH,N(CH,)J, ; -N[CHjCHjN(CH,)J, ; 
— NPHjCHjCHjNCCHjyj or — NICHjCHjCHjNCCHjyj 

ff 

1^*31 and R'as each independently of the other has the meanings given for R'33 or is hydrogen 
5 and 

A is F; Cr; Br"; I ; perchlorate; sulfate; nitrate; OH"; BF4 ; PFe or cartx>xylate. 

12. A particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 1 1 , wherein there is used 
as component (b) at least one alkali metal and/or alkaline earth metal and/or aluminium 

10 cart)onate. hydrogen caitenate. phosphate, polyphosphate, tripolyphosphate, sulfate, 
silicate, sulfite, borate, halide and/or pyrophosphate. 

13. A particulate composition according to any one of daims 1 to 12. wherein the compounds 
of component (c) have a melting point in the range from 30 to 120*C or a glass transition 

1 5 temperature In the range from 30 to 1 20*^0. 

14. A particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 13. wherein there is used 
as compound(s) of component (e) at least one compound from the group of the copolymers 
of acrylic add with sulfonated stryenes; potyethylenesulfonic adds; sodium carboxymethyl 

20 cellulose; gelatin; polyacrytates and maltodextrin. and/or at least one dispersing agent that is 
neither meltable nor thenmoplastic in the range up to 150*C from the group of the 
condensatk>n products of naphthalenesulfonic adds with fomnaldehyde; sodium salts of 
polymerised organic sulfonk: ad(te; (mono-/dH)alkylnaphthalenesulfonates; polyalkylated 
polynudear arylsulfonates; sodium salts of polymerised alkylbenzenesuffonic acids; 

25 lignosulfonates; oxylignosulfonates and condensation products of naphthalenesulfonic add 
with a polychloromethytdiphenyl. 



15. A particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 14. wherein there is used 
as compound(s) of component (f) at least one compound firom the group of the 
30 polycarboxylates; water-soluble poTysiloxanes; aliphatic C2-Ci2polycart)oxylic adds; caldum 
salts of saturated and unsaturated fatty adds; sawdust; paper fibres; activated carbon; 
natural fibres and natural fabric; cellulose materials; macroporous adsort)er resins; 
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crosslinked polyacrylic add; highly disperse, solid polymer compounds fbmned by 
polymerisation, potycondensation or polyaddition reactions or by a combination of such 
reactions; aluminium oxide; magnesium oxide; and/or (layered) silicates. 



5 16. A particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 1 5, wherein the particulate 
composition is provided with a layer (coating). 

17. A method of preparing a particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 16, 
wherein component (a) is first of all ground and is then granulated together with the other 
10 components. 



18. Use of a particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 16 together with a 
peroxy compound for bleaching stains or soiling on textile material in the context of a 
washing process. 

19. Use of a particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 16 together with a 
peroxy compound to prevent the redeposition of migrating dyes during the washing of textile 
material. 



20 20. Use of a particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 16 together with a 
peroxy compound for cleaning hard surfaces. 



21 . Use of a particulate composition according to any one of daims 1 to 16 together with a 
peroxy compound in a washing or deaning composition, which exhibits antibacterial action. 

25 

22. A washing, deaning, disinfecting or bleaching composition containing 

i) from 0 to 50% by weight, preferably from 0 to 30% by weight, A) of at least one anionic 

surfactant and/or B) of at least one nonnonic surfactant. 
II) from 0 to 70% by weight, preferably from 0 to 50% by weight, C) of at least one builder 
30 sut^stance. 

Hi) from 1 to 99% by weight, preferably from 1 to 50% by weight. D) of at least one peroxide 

or at least one peroxide-fonming substance, 
IV) (E) a particulate composition according to the invention according to any one of claims 1 

to 16 in an amount that gives a metal complex concentration in the liquor of from 0.05 to 
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100 mg/l of liquor, preferably from 0.05 to 50 mg/l of liquor, more preferably from 0.05 to 
30 mg/l of liquor when from 0.5 to 20 g/l of the washing, cleaning, disinfecting or 
bleaching composition are added to the liquor, and 
V) waterto 100% by weight. 

5 

23. A peroxide-free or "peroxide-fomiing substances-free washing, cleaning, disinfecting or 
bleaching composition containing 

I) from 0 to 50% by weight, preferably from 0 to 30% by weight. A) of at least one anionic 
surfactant and/or B) of at least one non-ionic surfactant, 
10 II) from 0 to 70% by weight, preferably from 0 to 50% by weight. C) of at least one builder 
substance, 

III) (E) a particulate composition according to the invention according to any one of claims 1 
to 16 in an amount that gives a metal complex concentration in the liquor of from 0.05 to 
100 mg/l of liquor, preferably from 0.05 to 50 mg/l of liquor, more preferably from 0.05 to 

1 5 30 mg/l of liquor when from 0.5 to 20 g/l of the washing, cleaning, disinfecting or 

bleaching composition are added to the liquor, and 

IV) waterto 100% by weight 

24. A method of preventing the redeposition of migrating dyes and of simultaneously 

20 bleaching stains or soiling on textile material, which comprises treating the textile material 
with a particulate composition according to any one of claims 1 to 16. 
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